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Natural Resources Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification

FireBreak
 (feet)

Code 394

TEMPORARY FIREBREAKS

Temporary firebreaks are installed as part of a wildfire control effort or in preparation of a prescribed burn. Temporary firebreaks are composed of bare soil, soil bare of an organic surface layer or grass/rangeland mowed to very close the ground. After use they are restored or allowed to naturally re-vegetate with little to no further operation and maintenance other than what is needed to prevent soil erosion and the prevention of noxious and invasive plants. Widths of temporary fire breaks will be dependent on adjacent vegetation height. Minimum width will be 10 times the adjacent highly flammable vegetation or 20 feet whichever is greater. 
PERMANENT FIREBREAKS
Permanent firebreaks meet the criteria for temporary firebreaks but have an operation and maintenance requirement that allow them to meet the prescribed function for the intended life span. Permanent Firebreaks will permit the travel of wildlife off road equipment.
         OPEN AREA FIREBREAKS
Open area firebreaks (rangeland, pastureland, cropland etc.) will have an exposed mineral soil surface and will be a minimum of 20 feet in width.  The maximum width will be 10 times the height of the uncut vegetation along the windward side of the fire break or the width of the implement/blade used to install the firebreak, which ever is greatest.  Widths should not need to exceed 40 feet.
        FORESTED AREA FIREBREAKS

In forested areas, the minimum width of a fire break will be 30 feet.  Widths can be as wide as 10 times the height of the herbaceous and shrubby vegetation.  Widths should be double when slopes exceed 10%.
Widths should not exceed 150 feet when slopes are greater than 10%.

Woody debris removed from the fuel break should be moved/placed one tree height down wind from the anticipated fire advance direction.  This will reduce the chance of fires of jumping the fire break and potentially placing firefighters at risk during suppression activities.

Where opportunities exist to plant fire-retarding vegetation, plant an adapted species of grasses or other vegetation which produces low volumes of above ground biomass. Mowing or grazing can be used to avoid a buildup of ground litter.
Firebreaks constructed as part of a fuel break will have a minimum width of12 feet.
LOCATION AND ORIENTATION

Locate firebreak where natural barriers increase the effectiveness of fire break.  Barriers such as stream, lakes, ponds, wetlands, rock cliffs, road fields, skid trails, landings railroads, utility right of ways, cultivated land all serve as natural barriers for fire.   Some placements on the landscape are more advantageous than others for establishing fire breaks.  Locations at the bottom or tops of slope that reduce fire intensity are much better than those placed directly on slopes.   When placed on slopes firebreaks should be set on the contour of the slope. 
Operation and Maintenance
Inspect all fire breaks for woody materials such as dead limbs or blown down trees and remove them or treat them according to the slash and large woody debris section of this standard.

Inspect fire breaks according to a planned schedule.

Fire breaks that are planned with a fuel break will be maintained as described in the fire break standard and specification. 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, technical notes, and narrative statements in the conservation plan.

DESIGN AND DOCUMENTATION

Locations of firebreaks will be noted on a conservation planning map.   Design widths and lengths will be documented.  Species within the firebreak or ground condition will be referenced in the design.
 Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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