ECOLOGICAL SYSTEM vs. ECOLOGICAL SITE
Landtype or ecological site is a basic unit of ecological land classification and represents a type of land with a distinctive combination of potential natural plant communities, soils, landforms, hydrology, climate, and ecological properties and processes. The relationship between climate, landforms, soils, and vegetation, and the ability to discern differences in the cumulative effect of these factors from one site to another, is the basis for Landtype classification.
In general, the relationships between landforms and soils across the landscape are fairly predictable. Natural disturbances, such as wildfire, wind, and flooding result in considerable variation in vegetation. Landforms and soils provide a stable resource base by which Landtypes can be determined regardless of existing vegetative conditions. In addition, inferences can be made regarding site dynamics and stability, soil processes, and appropriate management systems based on landform and soil types. While abrupt or distinct breaks between landforms, soils, and vegetation occasionally occur, more often than not the transition is gradual and indistinct. In addition, precipitation, temperature, and other climatic patterns, as well as microclimatic variables such as elevation, change gradually across the landscape.
A Landtype classification, therefore, should be viewed as a landscape model. The boundaries between Landtypes are sometimes arbitrary and approximate. On the ground, the characteristics and properties within and between Landtypes are complex and variable, and usually overlap to some degree. Landtype classification provides a useful framework for correlating and compiling data and interpretations on multiple resources and landscape processes. Site classification is also a valuable framework for organizing, applying, and monitoring resource conservation systems for various land uses.

However, as in any classification system, there exists a hierarchy in defining Landtypes or ecological sites.  In some systems the plant community is not predictable and is dominated by “opportunistic” plant species.  For example, a peat bog can be dominated by several unique plant communities and site characteristics due to a natural, fluctuating water table, but the peat bog as a whole functions the same.  In this situation, the ecological sites have been grouped into an ecological system.  The ecological sites within the ecological system functions the same due to natural limitations such as aspect, slope, or a fluctuating water table.  Landforms in which ecological systems have been described rather than ecological sites include moraines, escarpments, and peat bogs.
No State and Transitional Models have been developed for Ecological systems. 

