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Subject:   NRCS and Farm Service Responsibilities

Purpose:  To clarify agency responsibilities as they pertain to Title 180, Part 510.31 for Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Compliance determinations in Alaska.

Reference:  M_180_NFSAM_510_C;  6-CP (Rev. 4) Amend 1

When used:  In the implementation of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, to ensure that persons receiving USDA benefits comply with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) (Sodbuster) and Wetland Conservation Compliance (WCC) (Swamp buster) provisions of the Act.  

Background:  Field office personnel should be familiar with other agency responsibilities for implementation of the Food Security Act as found in the NFSAM, as well as in Alaska Supplements, Bulletins, and Technical Notes.  The responsibilities assigned to NRCS are found in Subpart C (M_180_NFSAM_510_C, Fifth Edition).  FSA responsibilities are found in Subpart D (M_180_NFSAM_510_D Fifth Edition).   There are twenty-one items listed in Subpart D.

It is the responsibility of FSA to determine program participant (i.e., person) and land eligibility requirements for WCC.  NRCS is responsible for coordinating technical assistance with the Farm Services Agency (FSA) in implementing HELC and WCC.   FSA will determine:

1. Whether the conversion of a wetland commenced before December 23, 1985;
2. Whether an agricultural commodity was planted on a wetland that was converted after December 23, 1985.

Time frame:   If either (1) or (2) above is suspected by either NRCS or FSA it is the responsibility of FSA to determine if the producer is in compliance with the Food Security Act.  For all HEL and wetland determinations on all cropland fields an Offsite determination will be made within 15 calendar days from receipt of the Form AD-1026 by NRCS.  An Onsite determination must be made within 60 calendar days unless weather conditions or a heavy workload do not permit, in which case the determinations will be made as soon as practical.  It is imperative that FSA and NRCS work together in a timely and efficient manner.  For more information on timelines refer to:  M-180_NFSAM_510_C, Fifth Edition, November 2010.

Any questions contact:

Michelle Schuman, State Resource Ecologist 
(907) 761-7781 or michelle.schuman@ak.usda.gov

Helen Denniston, State Resource Conservationist
(907) 761-7756 or helen.denniston@ak.usda.gov
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