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  Ecological Sciences
Technical Notes, AK-  Food Security Act Compliance

Subject:   Field Indicators of Hydric Soils: Alaska Region W, X, and Y - Update

Purpose:  Inform wetland evaluators to utilize all available hydric soil indicators in the determination of hydric soils for the Alaska Region in making Certified Wetland Determinations
	
Reference:  Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States: A Guide for identifying and Delineating Hydric Soils, Version 7.0, 2010, USDA-NRCS, NTCHS.

When used:  Food Security Act (FSA) offsite and onsite wetland determinations 
 
The Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States (NTCHS) is the reference document for listing all available hydric soil indicators.  However, there is a tendency to utilize only the indicators for hydric soils that are listed on the wetland determination data form and in the Alaska Supplement.  However, the Alaska Supplement and the Wetland Determination Data Form have not been updated with the current list of hydric soil indicators that are available for Alaska.  

To help make it easier for wetland evaluators, I developed a summarized version of the NTCHS: “A Guide to Field Indicators of Hydric Soils: Alaska Region Only”.  This guide lists only those hydric soil indicators that are found in W, X, and Y and should be used as a job aid to assist the evaluator but it does not replace the NTCHS guide.  It has been posted on the Alaska Share Point Site: Ecological Sciences > Wetlands > Job Aides > Hydric Soils Information. 

I have informed the Alaska COE and NRCS National Soil Leadership on the need to update the Alaska Regional Supplement and the Wetland Determination Data Form. Once I receive approval, I will add the additional hydric soil indicators to the Wetland Determination Data Form for the Alaska Region.   These are: A3, A10, A11, F6, F7 and F8.  There is also a test indicator TF12.  

Process:   For all wetland determinations, offsite and onsite, all available hydric soil indicators in Alaska will be used to assist in the decision if a hydric soil is present.  To ensure this, at least until we can use an updated Wetland Determination Data Form, the evaluator can document the hydric soil indicator(s) in the “other” and in the remarks section.  

Contact:	Michelle Schuman, State Resource Ecologist (SRE)
		(907) 761-7781 or michelle.schuman@ak.usda.gov

Attachment:  Guide to Field Indicators of Hydric Soils: Alaska Region Only
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