
 Operation and Maintenance Plan  
Heavy Use Area Protection, Code 561 

 

 
 

USDA-Alabama NRCS Page 1 of 2 November 2014 
 

 
GENERAL 

 
Properly protected, operated, and maintained heavy use area(s) can be an asset to the 
property. This practice was designed and installed to stabilize the area identified in the plan. 
Estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of the practices can be 
assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a systematic operation and 
maintenance program. 

 
O&M REQUIREMENTS 

 
This practice will require periodic maintenance and may also require operational items 
to maintain satisfactory performance. Your operation and maintenance program 
requirements include: 

 
• Treatment areas and associated practices shall be inspected regularly and after 

significant storm events to identify repair and maintenance needs. All surfaces, 
structures, pipes, drains, and associated appurtenances will be repaired promptly. 

 
• Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, liming, 

fertilization and application of herbicides when necessary. Apply supplemental 
nutrients as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density. 
Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds. 

 
• Maintain hardened surfaces in good condition, which includes periodic grading and 

addition of surface material when necessary. Prevent surface ponding by localized 
grading or addition of surface materials to remove depressions. Repair of surfaces 
shall be made with material compatible with original construction materials. 

 
• Remove debris or blockages from associated roads, lots, drainage ditches, drop inlets, 

culverts, waterways and/or storm water outlets. Maintain pathway drainage capacities. 
 

• Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair 
any damage caused by their activity. 

 
• Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to surfaces, 

structures, earthfills, side slopes, drainage facilities, water ways, storm water 
outlets, or other appurtenances. 

Landowner/Operator:  Date:  

NRCS Service Center:  Conservation District:  

Location of Practice: Lat:  Long:  

UTM Coordinates:  

 SEC:  TS:  R:   Field ID:  
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• For practices that address animal waste concerns, the operational requirements for 
managing the heavy use area and associated practices including planned scraping 
intervals, storage, treatment, and/or disposal methods shall follow the Comprehensive 
Nutrient Management Plan. 

Additional Notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
This O&M Plan was discussed and a copy provided to the landowner/operator. 

 Date:  
Signed by the Responsible Landowner/Operator 

 Date:  
Signed by the Responsible NRCS Employee/Conservation Partner 

 

   CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NRCS OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU 
MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS O&M PLAN FOR YOUR CONSERVATION 

PRACTICE. 
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GENERAL



Properly protected, operated, and maintained heavy use area(s) can be an asset to the property. This practice was designed and installed to stabilize the area identified in the plan. Estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of the practices can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a systematic operation and maintenance program.



O&M REQUIREMENTS



This practice will require periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance. Your operation and maintenance program requirements include:



•	Treatment areas and associated practices shall be inspected regularly and after significant storm events to identify repair and maintenance needs. All surfaces, structures, pipes, drains, and associated appurtenances will be repaired promptly.



•	Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, liming, fertilization and application of herbicides when necessary. Apply supplemental nutrients as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density. Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds.



•	Maintain hardened surfaces in good condition, which includes periodic grading and addition of surface material when necessary. Prevent surface ponding by localized grading or addition of surface materials to remove depressions. Repair of surfaces shall be made with material compatible with original construction materials.



•	Remove debris or blockages from associated roads, lots, drainage ditches, drop inlets, culverts, waterways and/or storm water outlets. Maintain pathway drainage capacities.



•	Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.



•	Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to surfaces, structures, earthfills, side slopes, drainage facilities, water ways, storm water outlets, or other appurtenances.

· For practices that address animal waste concerns, the operational requirements for managing the heavy use area and associated practices including planned scraping intervals, storage, treatment, and/or disposal methods shall follow the Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan.

Additional Notes:
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