
NRCS, AL 
January 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definition 
A facility to provide livestock limited access to streams or 
ponds for drinking water. 
 
General Information 
Watering ramps into streams or ponds should only be 
considered when no other sources of livestock water are 
practical. 
 
Watering ramps are constructed with non-woven 
geotextile and graded aggregate base according to 
guidelines for Heavy Use Area Protection (See Alabama 
Guide AL 561 - Heavy Use Area Protection).  Ramps 
into streams should be no more than 20 feet wide, while 
the width of ramps into ponds should be determined to 
minimize livestock standing or wading in the pond.  The 
entrance slope of ramps should be 5:1 or flatter.  
Surface runoff water from the pasture should be diverted 
away from the ramp. 
 
Fencing is required so the cattle do not have access to 
the stream or pond except at the ramp location.  The 
ramp surface both in the water and up the slope should 
be protected with heavy use area protection.  The 
protection should extend to a point just beyond the 
exclusion fence. 
 
Watering ramps into ponds should extend into the pond 
so that cattle have access even during drought 
conditions. 
 

Watering ramps into streams should be placed 
perpendicular to the stream and at locations where the 
streambed and banks are stable.  The ramp should 
extend at least 5 ft. into the stream or to the stream 
center, whichever is less. 
 
In order to minimize cattle loafing time in the water, 
shade near the ramp should be eliminated.  Also, other 
items in the pasture such as feeding locations, salt 
boxes, mineral feeders, back-rubs and shade structures 
should be located away from the watering ramp.  
Watering ramps should also be located near the center 
of pastures instead of at extreme ends. 
 
All disturbed areas from construction of the watering 
ramp should be properly vegetated. 
 
Operation and Maintenance 
Fencing for watering ramps requires routine inspection 
and maintenance to ensure the fence remains functional.  
This is especially true for stream watering ramps.  
 
Any problems from cattle trails and potential gullying 
near the watering ramp should be repaired. 
 
References 
NRCS AL Conservation Practice Standards: 
 Heavy Use Area Protection, Code 561 
 Fence, Code 82 
 
AL NRCS Job Sheet: 
 AL561 - Heavy Use Area Protection, AL5

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Definition


A facility to provide livestock limited access to streams or ponds for drinking water.


General Information


Watering ramps into streams or ponds should only be considered when no other sources of livestock water are practical.


Watering ramps are constructed with non-woven geotextile and graded aggregate base according to guidelines for Heavy Use Area Protection (See Alabama Guide AL 561 - Heavy Use Area Protection).  Ramps into streams should be no more than 20 feet wide, while the width of ramps into ponds should be determined to minimize livestock standing or wading in the pond.  The entrance slope of ramps should be 5:1 or flatter.  Surface runoff water from the pasture should be diverted away from the ramp.


Fencing is required so the cattle do not have access to the stream or pond except at the ramp location.  The ramp surface both in the water and up the slope should be protected with heavy use area protection.  The protection should extend to a point just beyond the exclusion fence.


Watering ramps into ponds should extend into the pond so that cattle have access even during drought conditions.


Watering ramps into streams should be placed perpendicular to the stream and at locations where the streambed and banks are stable.  The ramp should extend at least 5 ft. into the stream or to the stream center, whichever is less.


In order to minimize cattle loafing time in the water, shade near the ramp should be eliminated.  Also, other items in the pasture such as feeding locations, salt boxes, mineral feeders, back-rubs and shade structures should be located away from the watering ramp.  Watering ramps should also be located near the center of pastures instead of at extreme ends.


All disturbed areas from construction of the watering ramp should be properly vegetated.


Operation and Maintenance


Fencing for watering ramps requires routine inspection and maintenance to ensure the fence remains functional.  This is especially true for stream watering ramps. 


Any problems from cattle trails and potential gullying near the watering ramp should be repaired.
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