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 November 30, 2012 
 
ALABAMA TECHNICAL GUIDE - SECTION IV FOTG - NOTICE AL60. 
 
This notice transmits revisions to the eFOTG. 
 
CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARDS 
 
GENERAL COMMENT FOR ALL STANDARDS:  The national standards are undergoing a process of formal 
review and updates to include public comments received through the Federal Register review process.  The 
revised Alabama state standards incorporate the national changes resulting from the public review process, 
Alabama field office employee recommendations, and the Alabama State Technical Committee member 
recommendations. 
 
INDEX 
 
All new or revised CPSs and Job/Guide Sheets are dated November 2012. 
 
Fence - Code 382 – Revised – The standard was reviewed and is consistent with the National Standard.  It 
does not contain any major changes. 
 

Selection and Use of Wood Utility Poles in Fence Systems Guide Sheet – 382B – New Guide Sheet – 
This guide sheet provides information that will help landowners to select wood utility poles that would meet 
the definition of “durable and high quality” as required by the Fence Standard. 

 
Hedgerow Planting – Code 422 – This standard was changed to be in line with the latest revision of the 
national standard.  The purpose was broadened for aquatic organisms and expanded to add habitat for 
terrestrial species, specifically pollinators.  Criteria were added for pollinator habitat. 
 
Prescribed Burning – Code 338 – Revised - Changes were minor.  The practice applies statement was 
modified to include "all lands".  The General Criteria was modified to include a list of areas that need to be 
addressed for all burns. 
 
Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till - Code 345- Revised - The name and code numbers of this 
practice changed from Residue Management, Mulch Till (Code 329B) to Residue and Tillage Management, 
Mulch Till (Code 345).  Major changes were made to the Definition.  The old definition was “Managing the 
amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil surface year-round, while 
growing crops where the entire field surface is tilled prior to planting.”  The new definition is “Managing the 
amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil surface year round while limiting 
the soil-disturbing activities used to grow and harvest  crops in systems where the field surface is tilled prior to 
planting.” The new version may result in all peanuts and potatoes planted with strip-till or no-till 
techniques being defined as “mulch till”, rather than no-till/strip-till.  The Purpose “Provide food and 
escape cover for wildlife” was deleted.  The purpose “organic matter content and tilth” was changed to “soil 
quality.” One new Purpose was added, “Reduce energy use”.  There were major changes in Conditions where 
this practice applies.  This standard now includes some planting operations, such as hoe drills that disturb a 
large percentage of the soil surface during the planting operation and cropping systems in which the majority of 
surface area is disturbed during harvest operations (such as peanuts and potatoes).” Criteria to improve soil 
organic matter content require a positive trend in the SCI.  The Additional Criteria to Increase Plant-Available 
Moisture incorporates a new requirement to maintain a minimum of 60 percent surface residue cover throughout 
the year.  In the General Considerations, there is new list for positive effects of field borders.  Considerations 
have been added for Increasing Plant-available Moisture.  Considerations have been added for providing Food 
and Escape Cover for Wildlife. 
 
 Residue and Tillage Management – Mulch Till Guide Sheet No. AL345 – Adopted from national standard 

to conform with revised state standard. 
 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/indexsecIV.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg382.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al382A.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg422.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg338.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg345.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al345.pdf
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 Residue and Tillage Management – Mulch Till Statement of Work – Code 345. 
 
Residue and Tillage Management, No-till/Strip Till/Direct Seed – Code 329 – Revised - The name and code 
numbers of this practice changed from Residue Management, No till/Strip Till (Code 329a) to Residue and 
Tillage Management, No till/Strip till/Direct Seed (Code 329).  The Definition of this practice changed from 
“growing crops in narrow slots, or tilled or residue free strips in soil previously untilled by full-width inversion 
implements” to “limiting soil-disturbing activities to only those necessary to place nutrients, condition residue and 
plant crops.”  This change may affect peanuts and potatoes where there is a soil-disturbing activity at 
harvest.  Two new purposes were added:  Reduce CO2 losses from the soil and Reduce energy use. Under 
General Criteria, full width tillage is no longer allowed and there are no exceptions.  The previous version of this 
standard allowed exceptions for seedbed preparation, planting, and fertilizer placement that did not disturb more 
than one third of the row width, cultivation or spot treatment of weed escapes, and leveling ruts.  Again, these 
exceptions no longer apply.  New General Criteria:  the STIR for all field operations may not be greater than 30. 
Criteria to improve soil organic matter content require a positive trend in the SCI.  Additional criteria to reduce 
CO2 Loss is new additional criteria related to the new purpose.  To meet the CO2 loss criteria, the STIR value 
should not exceed 20.  Additional criteria to increase plant available moisture requires a STIR value less than 
20.  In the General Considerations, there are new lists for positive effects of no till/strip till all crops in rotation 
and for field borders.  Considerations have been added for Managing Soil Moisture and Protecting Crops from 
Freeze Damage.  Considerations have been added for Wildlife Food and Cover.  New references are included 
in this version of the standard. 
 
 Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed Guide Sheet No. AL329.  Adopted from 

national standard to conform with revised state standard. 
 
 Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed Statement of Work – Code 329. 
 
Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till - Code 346 – Revised - The name and code of this standard has 
changed from Old Name-Residue Management, Ridge Till (Code 329c) to New Name-Residue and Tillage 
Management, Ridge Till (Code 346).  The purpose “organic matter content and tilth” was changed to “soil 
quality”.  One new Purpose was added, “Reduce energy use”.  Under General Criteria, if 10-year EI is <100, 
then the new maximum row grade is 9%.   For Additional Criteria to Maintain or Improve Soil Quality, there is a 
new requirement of a positive trend in the SCI.  For the Additional Criteria to Reduce Energy Use, the Soil 
Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) for the single crop establishment and harvest is less than or equal to 42.  
Considerations have been added for Maintaining and Increasing soil organic matter and reducing CO2 Loss 
from the soil.  Considerations have been added for Wildlife Food and Cover. New references were included in 
this version of the standard. 
 
 Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till Job Sheet No. AL346.  Adopted from national standard to 

conform with revised state standard. 
 
 Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till Statement of Work – Code 346. 
 
Residue Management, Seasonal – Code 344 – Revised - Under Purposes, “Reduce off-site transport of 
sediment, nutrients or pesticides” was removed (since this purpose was not in the revised national standard).  
The purpose of “Reduce soil erosion from wind” was changed to “Reduce soil erosion from wind and associated 
airborne particulate matter”.  A new purpose “Harvest and utilize renewable bioenergy feedstocks” was added.  
Criteria were added to “Reduce Sheet and Rill Erosion; Reduce Wind Erosion; and Harvest and Utilize 
Renewable Bioenergy Feedstocks” and to “Provide Food and Escape Cover for Wildlife”.  In the Considerations 
section, new wording was added for non-attainment for PM10 areas and dust considerations, relationship 
between crop residues and soil fungi or organisms, and small grains for winter cover.  New references were 
included in this version of the standard. 
 
 Residue Management, Seasonal Guide Sheet No. AL344.  Adopted from national standard to conform 

with revised state standard. 
 
 Residue Management, Seasonal Statement of Work – Code 344. 
 
Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats – Code 643 – Revised - Purpose clarified and criteria 
was added on control of invasive animal species.  The following considerations were added:  landscape 
influence, disturbance regimes, climate change, project size, and an associated practice list. 
 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/ResidueTillMgtMulch345SOW.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg329.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al329.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/ResidueandTillMgtNoTillStripTillDirectSeed329SOW.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg346.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al346.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/ResidueTilMgtRidge346SOW.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg344.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al344.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/ResidueMgtSeasonal344SOW.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg643.pdf
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Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment - Code 654 – New Standard for Alabama – the National Standard 
was adopted. 
 
Shallow Water Development and Management – Code 646 – Revised - Updated the definition and purpose to 
broaden the applicability.  Conditions where the Practice Applies was broadened to include all land uses, not 
just agricultural uses.  In the criteria section, the reference to water rights was removed.  Additional criteria were 
added to specify habitat improvement for shorebird habitat and amphibian habitat. 
 
Silvopasture Establishment – Code 381 – Revised - The Purpose statements were adjusting to better align 
with the national. Renewable energy was added as a purpose.  The criteria for forage was modified to read 
"Grazing will be managed according to practice standard 528, Prescribed Grazing."  The criteria for wildlife was 
modified to include information on native forbs and legumes.  Criteria for renewable energy systems was added. 
 
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management – Code 645 – Revised - The definition, purpose and conditions of this 
standard was changed to make it easier to understand.  Also, several species of previously recommended 
plants were removed, as they are now considered to have invasive qualities. 
 
Wetland Creation – Code 658 – Revised - Considerations were reorganized into topics (hydrology, vegetation, 
and soils) to make the practice easier to use and understand.   The sentence referring to water rights was 
removed.  New references were included in this version of the standard. 
 
Wetland Enhancement – Code 659 – Revised - Definition was changed to ensure clear differentiation from the 
wetland restoration practice; added functional assessments or equivalent in criteria; added hydrology 
considerations; reorganized considerations into topics (hydrology, vegetation, and soils).  New references were 
included in this version of the standard. 
 
Wetland Restoration – Code 657 – Revised - Definition changed to ensure clear differentiation from wetland 
enhancement practice; added functional assessments or equivalent in criteria; added hydrology considerations; 
reorganized considerations into topics (hydrology, vegetation, and soils).  New references are included in this 
version of the standard. 
 
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – Code 644 – Revised - Updated standard to include a statement 
regarding cleanup of hazardous waste that may be on site prior to any restoration work being completed. 
 
 
JOB/GUIDE SHEETS 
 
Forest Stand Improvement Job Sheet No. AL666E – Revised - The Work Sheet is now available in a Fillable 
format. 
 
Herbaceous Weed Control Job Sheet No. 315A – Cogongrass.  Renumbered - This Guide Sheet, previously 
posted under Pest Management as 595A, has been reposted as 315A. 
 
Integrated Pest Management with Precision Agriculture Job Sheet No. 595 – Revised (Previously 595B). 
 
Requesting an Alabama CNMP - Job Sheet 590B – New Job Sheet – This job sheet encourages landowners 
to provide site specific information on their farm to improve the efficiency of the CNMP planning process.  This 
job sheet emphasizes that soil tests and manure analysis are needed prior to starting the planning process.  In 
addition, this job sheet contains a landowner questionnaire that mirrors the MMP input screens. 
 
FILING INSTRUCTIONS:  If hard copies are maintained, file the new or revised documents.  Archive or discard 
the outdated material. 

 
 
SHANNON K. WEAVER 
ASTC Technology 
 
DIST:  All Employees 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg558.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg646.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg381.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg645.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg658.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg659.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg657.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/tg644.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al666E.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al315A.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al595.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AL/al590B.pdf

