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Part 505 – Non-NRCS – Engineering Services 
 

Subpart B – Use of Non-NRCS Engineering Services 
 
AL505.11  Non-Project Activities. 
 
 A. Non-NRCS Engineering Services. 

 (2) (i) It is the NRCS policy in Alabama to encourage the use of non-NRCS engineering 
services in planning and applying soil and water conservation measures, regardless of 
size, for individuals or groups who wish to use these services and where NRCS standards 
and specifications will be followed. 

(ii) Non-NRCS engineering services should be used for jobs that exceed the engineering job 
approval authority of the resource engineer (RE).  Where requests for technical services 
are beyond the normal capabilities, staff time, and/or resources available at the field 
offices, the assistant state conservationist for field operations (ASTCFO) may set the 
limits of NRCS assistance to an engineering job class below that of the RE engineering 
job approval authority.  This will allow NRCS to work on jobs within available resources 
and to further encourage the use of non-NRCS engineering services.  Requests for 
engineering assistance exceeding the RE’s engineering job approval authority are to be 
submitted to the state conservationist (STC) by the ASTCFO for approval prior to 
committing resources beyond a preliminary investigation. 

 
 B. Technical Services 

(1) Qualified contractors and other qualified individuals should be encouraged to design, layout, 
and provide construction check out of conservation practices.   To facilitate this, field offices 
should determine the training needs of local contractors and provide training where 
applicable.  Training may include such items as how to perform design surveys, how to use 
NRCS standards and specifications, how to perform construction layout surveys from 
benchmarks and reference stakes or lines, how to prepare engineering designs, and how to 
perform construction checks.  A construction contractor list, AL-ENG-29, [See AL505.11  
Exhibit 1 – AL-ENG-29 Construction Contractor List] or similar list of available contractors 
in the immediate vicinity can be maintained at the field office level. 

 
 The cooperator and the person providing technical services shall be informed and understand 

that they are responsible for the accuracy of the survey and supporting data.  The survey, 
design, and supporting data need not be the format used by NRCS but must be legible and 
understandable.  The NRCS acceptance of a design is based on the assumption that the survey 
and supporting data are accurate. 

 
 To ensure conformance to NRCS standards and specifications, jobs designed by someone 

providing technical services shall be reviewed and/or approved (cost-shared practices) by 
NRCS personnel having the appropriate engineering job approval authority prior to 
installation.  If the NRCS employee responsible is satisfied that the design will meet 
standards and specifications, a statement such as:  “This design, as presented, will meet 
NRCS minimum standards and specifications.” shall be placed on the design and signed by 
the NRCS employee. 
 

 For practices that must be certified by NRCS, the landowner and non-Service designer will be 
informed, preferably in writing, that the NRCS must be notified at least three days prior to the 
start of installation.  Failure to inform the NRCS and not provide the NRCS an opportunity to 
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inspect construction may result in the NRCS not being able to certify the practice as meeting 
standards and specifications. 
 

 The certification of practices accomplished by non-NRCS personnel within the field office 
service area is the responsibility of the district conservationist (DC).  The DC may accept the 
final checkout, and quantity documentation provided by individuals providing technical 
services as supporting data for certifying performance of a practice.  The individual is to 
furnish signed statements, sketches, design data, and notes giving appropriate information 
and measurements to show that standards and specifications have been met and design 
quantities have been installed.  The supporting data does not have to be in the format used by 
NRCS, but must be legible and understandable.  This information must be on file before 
certifying performance. 

 
 Utilizing technical services of non-NRCS employees does not relieve the DC of the 

responsibility for determining needs and practicability for cost-share programs. 
 

 Where persons supplying technical services are utilized in providing construction 
documentation, a complete construction check (spot check) will be made on at least one (1) 
job but not less than ten (10) percent of the jobs designed and/or installed by each individual 
during the year.  The spot check notes will be recorded and filed in the field office.  Spot 
checks will be conducted by NRCS engineers.  If unacceptable work is found to have been 
performed by the individual, additional jobs will be checked and the ASTCFO will determine 
if a misunderstanding exists and the individual can be depended upon to perform to the 
quality expected.  If the individual produces poor quality plans, designs, or checking of 
completed installations, then the individual’s documentation will not be utilized in certifying 
practices. 
 

 Those who provide technical services need to be aware of state laws and regulations 
governing the practice of engineering in Alabama.  The practice of engineering must be 
performed under the responsible charge of or by a registered professional engineer.  Persons 
who are not registered professional engineers or who do not have a registered engineer to seal 
the specifications, construction drawings, reports, and other engineering documents, must be 
careful not to be in violation of the state law.  Compliance with state law is the individual’s 
responsibility and NRCS acceptance of an individual’s work does not suggest or imply 
compliance with state engineering registration requirements. 
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AL505.11  Exhibit 1 – AL-ENG-29 – Construction Contractor List 
 

AL-ENG-29 
May 2012 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR LIST 
 

____________________________ COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 

____________________, 20____ 
 
 

Conservation contractors have placed their names on this list.  They have made themselves available to 
construct conservation practices for landowners and landusers in this county.  Persons desiring conservation 
practice installation services may contact anyone on this list or any other available contractor.  This information 
is provided as a public service and constitutes no endorsement by the United States Department of Agriculture 
or the Natural Resources Conservation Service of any contractor listed.  While an effort has been made to 
provide a complete and accurate listing of available contractor’s omissions or other errors may occur and, 
therefore, other available sources of information should be consulted. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR ADDRESS PHONE NO. 
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