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Part 521 – Pollution Abatement and Water Quality Improvement 
 

AL521.1  Pollution Abatement in Conservation Operations 
 
Environmental Engineering Roles. - The environmental engineer on the state conservation 
engineer's staff is assigned to provide state-wide leadership in overall waste management 
activities.  The resource engineer assigned to the North - East counties in the state will have state-
wide responsibility to coordinate and provide technical assistance as needed for waste 
management. 
 
Single-stage Composters and Mini-composters for Dead Poultry. - Properly sized and managed, a 
single-stage composter or a mini-composter for dead poultry can be low in cost and can be 
operated without a front-end loader.  A high level of management is required to operate either 
type of composter to efficiently dispose of poultry carcasses and avoid serious problems.  
Problems reported on some units include fly and odor problems, intensive hand labor 
requirements, rain entering and fouling the systems, consolidation of composting material making 
removal difficult, and incomplete decomposition of carcasses. 
 
Technical assistance and cost-share (when available) may be provided in developing conservation 
plans which include single-stage composters or mini-composters if the guidance in Alabama 
NRCS Conservation Practice Standard, Composting Facility, Code 317, is met. 
 
Locating Suitable Burial Sites for Massive Dead Animal Disposal. - NRCS will provide technical 
assistance to the state veterinarian and staff and local animal producers in locating suitable burial 
sites for massive dead animal disposal.  When catastrophic losses occur due to extreme heat, 
storms, etc., creating a loss that exceeds the approved planned mortality disposal system, the 
landowner should have in place an approved burial site to handle the disposal of the die-off.  
NRCS has an agreement with the state veterinarian to locate a suitable burial site for massive 
dead animal disposal.  Only the state veterinarian or delegated representative has authority 
to approve a burial site.   
 
The NRCS commitment is as follows: 
 
• NRCS will provide on-site soils information for the location of a burial site. 
 
• The resource soil scientist will be contacted if the district conservationist cannot fulfill the 

request. 
 
• State veterinarian personnel will inform the producer to contact NRCS immediately when a 

large die-off occurs.  NRCS personnel will work with the state veterinarian’s field person and 
the producer in locating an on-farm burial site. 

 
To avoid the possibility of NRCS personnel being unavailable at the time of a catastrophic loss  
(i.e. – non-workday, prior commitment, personal emergency, etc.), producers should be encouraged 
to contact NRCS for the selection of a suitable burial site well in advance of any circumstances which 
could lead to such loss. 

http://www.agi.state.al.us/State%20Veterinarian/State%20Vet%20Homepage.htm

