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ALABAMA TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE 3. 
 
This notice transmits revisions to the FOTG.   
 
SECTION I - GENERAL RESOURCE REFERENCES 
 
I-A. 12 - ENGINEERING REFERENCES, (19) IRRIGATION 
 
 
INDEX 
 
Add 19-5 - Estimating Soil Moisture by Feel and Appearance 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES 
 
NRCS recently reprinted the subject pamplet for use throughout the agency.   

The 'feel and appearance' method of determining soil moisture is an easy method.  This pamphlet provides a 
straight forward approach to making the moisture determination of a particular soil.  The Alabama Irrigation 
Guide discusses use of the method in determining when to irrigate.  Irrigation Water Management is a key to 
utilizing water supplies efficiently and economically.   

The brochure also applies to farms that apply animal wastes to the soil.  The conservation practice standard, 
Nutrient Management, Code 590, limits nutrient applications to soils that are below field capacity for moisture, 
and at rates that will not exceed the field capacity of the soil if applying liquid wastes.  This brochure will assist 
the farmer in determining and documenting the moisture level of the fields used for land application of animal 
wastes. 

Please make this pamphlet available to your cooperators for their usage.  We received a supply of these 
brochures for use in Alabama.  Attached are 10 pamphlets for distribution and one file copy.  If you need more 
pamphlets, contact either Sue Daniel (334-887-4578) or Fay Garner (334-887-4506) in the state office. 
 
 
FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
File with other technical guide references.   
 
Holes could not be punched in the pamphlet without removing some information; therefore, the copy to be filed 
is being sent in a protective cover for easy filing. 
 

 
PERRY L. OAKES 
State Conservation Engineer 
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