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Trails and Walkways, Code 575 
 

I. References 
A. Design Criteria  

1. Alabama FOTG Section IV, conservation practice standard, Recreation Trail and 
Walkway, Code 568. 

B. Design/Layout Surveys 
1. TR-62 Engineering Layout, Notes, Staking & Calculations. 
2. NEFH Part 650, Chapter 1, Engineering Surveys. 

II. Documentation 
A. Preliminary Investigation 

Make a preliminary investigation to determine the feasibility of the practice considering 
soils, topography, etc. 

B. Engineering Surveys. 
1. The extent of surveys required will depend upon the terrain, type of trail, and type of 

structures that may be required. The survey should include any features that will 
affect the design and provide adequate data for design of the trail and associated 
structures. Survey information shall be recorded in the engineering field book or in 
electronic survey files for use in CAD programs. 

2. Note the location of any utilities or utility markers. 
C. Design 

1. Ensure that the trail or walkway has adequate width, grades and surface treatment for 
the intended use. 

2. Develop engineering plans and specifications.  As a minimum the plans and 
specifications shall include: 
a. Location and alignment of the trail or walkway.  This can be shown on an aerial 

photograph or topographic map or other site map of appropriate scale. 
b. Bench mark, north arrow and scale. 
c. Centerline profile of trail if appropriate and needed. 
d. Areas of cut and fill, designed elevations and grade limits as required. 
e. Surface treatment type and installation details. 
f. Details of structures such as steps, culverts, guardrails, etc. 
g. Location of utilities and notification requirements on cover sheet. 

3. Develop a site specific O&M Plan for the practice. 
D. Construction Layout 

Review the plans and specifications with the landowner and contractor prior to the start 
of construction.  Ensure the landowner/contractor thoroughly understand their 
responsibilities including obtaining all permits, easements, etc. 
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Record layout information in the engineering field book. 
1. Stake or flag the centerline alignment. 
2. Stake the required locations, grades and elevations of culverts and other structures. 

E. Construction 

Adequate site visits and checks shall be made during construction to verify that the plans 
and specifications are followed. 

Any changes in the design must be reviewed and concurred by the landowner and shall 
be approved by the designer and person with appropriate engineering design job 
approval authority. 

F. Construction Checkout 
1. Verify that materials, quantities, dimensions, alignments and installation comply with 

the drawings and specifications. Measurement data shall be recorded in the 
engineering field book. 

2. Prepare as-built drawings showing final construction dimensions, details, etc. where 
significant changes were made during construction. 

3. If the practice meets NRCS standards and specifications, then the statement "This 
practice meets NRCS practice standards and specifications" shall be placed on the 
checkout document and signed and dated by the responsible person with 
appropriate level of engineering job approval authority. 

G. Reporting and/or Certifying 

After it has been determined and documented that the practice meets NRCS plans and 
specifications, it can be reported and certified.  The extent of the practice to be certified 
is the area graded and shaped in acres.  The extent of the practice certified is the 
quantities used as the basis for payment, such as linear feet. 

 



DOCUMENTING PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUTION AND CHECKOUT OF

ENGINEERING CONSERVATION PRACTICES GUIDE





[bookmark: TrailandWalkway]Trails and Walkways, Code 575



I.	References

A.	Design Criteria 

1.	Alabama FOTG Section IV, conservation practice standard, Recreation Trail and Walkway, Code 568.

B.	Design/Layout Surveys

1.	TR-62 Engineering Layout, Notes, Staking & Calculations.

2.	NEFH Part 650, Chapter 1, Engineering Surveys.

II.	Documentation

A.	Preliminary Investigation

Make a preliminary investigation to determine the feasibility of the practice considering soils, topography, etc.

B.	Engineering Surveys.

1.	The extent of surveys required will depend upon the terrain, type of trail, and type of structures that may be required. The survey should include any features that will affect the design and provide adequate data for design of the trail and associated structures. Survey information shall be recorded in the engineering field book or in electronic survey files for use in CAD programs.

2.	Note the location of any utilities or utility markers.

C.	Design

1.	Ensure that the trail or walkway has adequate width, grades and surface treatment for the intended use.

2.	Develop engineering plans and specifications.  As a minimum the plans and specifications shall include:

a.	Location and alignment of the trail or walkway.  This can be shown on an aerial photograph or topographic map or other site map of appropriate scale.

b.	Bench mark, north arrow and scale.

c.	Centerline profile of trail if appropriate and needed.

d.	Areas of cut and fill, designed elevations and grade limits as required.

e.	Surface treatment type and installation details.

f.	Details of structures such as steps, culverts, guardrails, etc.

g.	Location of utilities and notification requirements on cover sheet.

3.	Develop a site specific O&M Plan for the practice.

D.	Construction Layout

Review the plans and specifications with the landowner and contractor prior to the start of construction.  Ensure the landowner/contractor thoroughly understand their responsibilities including obtaining all permits, easements, etc.




Record layout information in the engineering field book.

1.	Stake or flag the centerline alignment.

2.	Stake the required locations, grades and elevations of culverts and other structures.

E.	Construction

Adequate site visits and checks shall be made during construction to verify that the plans and specifications are followed.

Any changes in the design must be reviewed and concurred by the landowner and shall be approved by the designer and person with appropriate engineering design job approval authority.

F.	Construction Checkout

1.	Verify that materials, quantities, dimensions, alignments and installation comply with the drawings and specifications. Measurement data shall be recorded in the engineering field book.

2.	Prepare as-built drawings showing final construction dimensions, details, etc. where significant changes were made during construction.

3.	If the practice meets NRCS standards and specifications, then the statement "This practice meets NRCS practice standards and specifications" shall be placed on the checkout document and signed and dated by the responsible person with appropriate level of engineering job approval authority.

G.	Reporting and/or Certifying

After it has been determined and documented that the practice meets NRCS plans and specifications, it can be reported and certified.  The extent of the practice to be certified is the area graded and shaped in acres.  The extent of the practice certified is the quantities used as the basis for payment, such as linear feet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


NRCS, AL
Trails and Walkways, Code 575	Page 2 of 2	June 2015



