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DEFINITION 

Water Well Decommissioning is sealing and permanently closing a water well that is no longer 
in use. 

PURPOSE 

This practice applies to any drilled, dug, driven, bored, or otherwise constructed vertical water 
well determined to have no further beneficial use.  The practice serves to: 
 
•  Prevent entry of vermin, debris, or other foreign substances into the well or well bore hole. 
•  Eliminate the physical hazard of an open hole to people, animals, and machinery. 
•  Prevent entry of contaminated surface water into a well and migration of contaminants into 
unsaturated (vadose) zone or saturated zone. 
•  Prevent the commingling of chemically or physically different ground waters between separate 
water bearing zones. 
 
This practice is not used when evidence of contamination exists, or when the well contains 
contaminant levels that exceed state or federal quality standards. Prior to decommissioning a 
contaminated well, treatment of the contamination source (s) is required as well as monitoring 
the groundwater to assure quality standards are met. 
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PRACTICE INFORMATION 
 
Arkansas is dotted with old, unused water wells. Most landowners don’t recognize the risk these 
old wells pose to their drinking water. Wells provide a direct channel to the groundwater. Runoff 
from crop fields, barnyards, road ditches or any other surface water can funnel down the well, 
inside or outside the casing, and contaminate your own and your community’s drinking water 
supply.  

Why should you be concerned?  

• A contaminated well poses health hazards to people and livestock  
• Water concerns depress property values and expose you to risk for liability  
• Old wells are a safety hazard to people and animals  
• An old well poses unnecessary risk not just to one well, but to the groundwater we all 

use.  

No matter what type of well you have - dug, driven-point, or drilled, it is important to 
"decommission" and fill it properly. When properly filled and sealed with impermeable materials 
like cement or bentonite, a well will no longer pose a hazard to the groundwater or a safety 
liability.  

REGULATIONS 

Sealing or decommissioning of wells is regulated by state and local ordinances and must be 
reported to the Arkansas Water Well Construction Commission. Check with local authorities for 
more information on county, city, or watershed regulations.  

For more information, contact the local office of:  

• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, listed under Agriculture in the U.S. 
government section of your phone book  

• Arkansas Water Well Construction Commission at (501) 682-3900 or online at 
http://www.state.ar.us/awwcc/ 

• Any Licensed Well Driller listed under Water Well Drilling in the Yellow Pages of your 

phone book 

ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE 

Additional information including design criteria and specifications can be found in the Arkansas 

NRCS Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).  Technical assistance is available 

through the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Arkansas Water Well 

Construction Commission, or any Licensed Well Driller or Pump Installer. 
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