
 

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 
AR-21 - EXCAVATION 

1. Scope 

The work shall consist of excavation required by the drawings and specifications and disposal of the 
excavated material. 

2. Classification 

Common Excavation is defined as the excavation of all materials that can be excavated, transported, 
and unloaded using heavy ripping equipment and heavy rubber tired loaders or scrapers with pusher 
tractors.  This classification includes rocks smaller than one cubic yard. 

Rock Excavation is defined as the excavation of all hard, compacted, or cemented materials that 
require blasting or the use of unusually large ripping and excavating equipment.  This classification 
includes the removal of isolated rocks larger than one cubic yard. 

Unclassified Excavation is defined as the excavation of all materials (including rock) encountered, 
regardless of the nature of the material or the excavation method needed. 

3. Use of Excavated Materials 

To the extent needed, all suitable materials from excavations shall be used in the construction of 
specified earth or rock fills.  Suitability of materials for specific purposes will be determined by the 
inspector.  The contractor shall not waste or otherwise dispose of suitable excavated materials. 

4. Disposal of Waste Materials 

All surplus and unsuitable excavated materials will be disposed of at the locations shown on the 
drawings or designated by the landowner or inspector.  The disposal site shall be left in a neat 
condition and sloped to provide drainage. 

5. Excavation Limits 

Excavated surfaces too steep to be safe without support, shall be supported as necessary to safeguard 
the work and workers.  The width of the excavation shall be increased if necessary to provide space for 
sheeting, bracing, shoring, and other supporting installations.  The contractor shall furnish, place, and 
subsequently remove such supporting installations.  Excavation side slopes may be flattened for safety 
reasons where approved by the NRCS inspector.  Excavations shall be completed to specified lines and 
grades prior to placement of earth fill or construction of structures. 

6. Borrow Excavation 

When suitable materials from specified excavations are insufficient to construct specified fills, 
additional material shall be obtained from designated borrow areas.  The extent and depth of borrow 
pits shall be as approved by the NRCS inspector.  Borrow pits must be shaped to eliminate unsightly 
conditions and steep or unstable slopes. 
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