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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components which fail.

Necessary operation and maintenance items to include in plan are:
1. A specific operation and maintenance plan shall be developed for each long term treatment system. The plan will outline the flushing sequence to allow removal of accumulated metals and inert material.

2. A monitoring plan shall be developed to assess the efficiency and performance of the treatment system. It is recommended that water samples be taken monthly for one year after the system is in operation and quarterly thereafter. Flow rates at all measuring points shall be recorded when samples are collected.

3. Accumulated precipitate shall be removed from the treatment system components when capacity is reduced by one half.
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