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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components which fail.

Necessary operation and maintenance items to include in plan are:
1. Review and update the plan periodically in order to incorporate new IPM technology, respond to cropping system and pest complex changes, and avoid the development of pest resistance.

2. Maintain mitigation techniques identified in the plan in order to ensure continued effectiveness.

3. Develop a safety plan for individuals exposed to chemicals, including telephone numbers and addresses of emergency treatment centers for individuals exposed to chemicals and the telephone number for the nearest poison control center. The National Pesticide Telecommunications Network (NPTN) telephone number in Corvallis, Oregon may also be given for non-emergency information:

1-800-424-7378

Monday - Friday

6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Pacific Time.

For advice and assistance with emergency spills that involve agrichemicals, the local emergency telephone number should be provided. The national 24-hour CHEMTREC telephone number may also be given:

1-800-424-9300
4. Follow label requirements for Mixing/loading setbacks from wells, seasonal streams and rivers, natural or impounded ponds and lakes, or reservoirs.

5. Post signs according to label directions and/or Federal, State, and local laws around sites that have been treated. Follow restricted entry intervals.

6. Dispose of pesticides and pesticide containers in accordance with label directions and adhere to Federal, State, and local regulations.

7. Read and follow label directions and maintain appropriate Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).

8. Calibrate application equipment according to Extension and/or manufacturer recommendations before each seasonal use and with each major chemical change.

9. Replace worn nozzle tips, cracked hoses, and faulty gauges.

10. Maintain records of pest management for at least two years. Pesticide application records shall be in accordance with USDA Agricultural Marketing Service's Pesticide Record Keeping Program and state specific requirements.

11. Arkansas Recordkeeping Requirements for Restricted-Use Pesticides shall include:

· Date

· EPA Registration Number

· Field or Site ID

· Time of Application

· Air Temperature

· Wind Speed and Direction

· Crop

· Name of Applicator

· Product Name

· Pesticide License Number

· County, Distance and Direction from the Nearest Town

· Type of Equipment, “N” Number for Aircraft

· Signature of Owner of Crop

· Address of Owner of Crop
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