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Natural Resources Conservation Service
Arkansas Conservation Practice Job Sheet
Fence (382) – Barbed/Smooth Wire Fence (Metal Brace)

	Participant Name: Click here to enter text.
	Date: Click here to enter text.

	Program Name: Click here to enter text.
	Farm # Click here to enter text.
	Tract # Click here to enter text.

	Contract Number: Click here to enter text.
	Field(s) # Click here to enter text.


Fence: A constructed barrier to animals or people. This practice facilitates the accomplishment of conservation objectives by providing a means to control movement of animals and people, including vehicles.

· Fence may be applied for the following purposes:
☐      Contain and control livestock movement.

☐  Facilitate a prescribed grazing system.

☐      Protect sensitive areas from grazing livestock.

☐      Eliminate access to unsafe areas.
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1) General Fence Information
	Intended Use:
	Choose an item.	Life Span:
	20 years

	Type of Fence:
	Choose an item.	Approximate Length of Fence:
	Click here to enter text.
	Location of Fence: 
	The location of the fence will be installed according to the Conservation Plan Map.



2) Bracing Materials, Dimensions, and Additional Information
	General Bracing Information: Trees, stumps, in-service utility poles or landscape timbers are not allowed. All pipe posts should be a minimum standard weight steel pipe (ASTM A 53, Schedule 40). Follow the below requirements for a variety of pipe options for posts. Any additional specifications can be found by contacting the local NRCS field office. Use a minimum 2-3/8” diameter drill stem pipe. All pipe will have the top closed to prevent rainfall from entering post. All pipe should be in excellent condition.  

	Bracing Assembly
	Minimum Depth of Post:
	Length of Brace:
	Minimum Cross Member Diameter:

	H Brace assemblies including corner, gate, end, and pull post.
	Choose an item.	6 - 10 feet
	1-1/2” 

	Angle Brace Assemblies
	The corner post will be set at a depth of 36 inches with a minimum of 6” of concrete around the post and the vertical end post will be set at a depth of 24 inches with a minimum of 6”of concrete around the post. 
	The diagnoal brace should be placed at no less than a 30 degree angle from the verticle post.
	2-3/8”






3) Brace Assembly Requirements
	General Brace Assembly Requirement: Bracing of pull posts is required at all corners, gates, and
fence ends, at certain specified distances, and at definite slope and alignment changes in the fence line.

	Type of Brace Assembly
Double H Brace or welded angle brace (3 Post Assembly)
	Required at directional change of 20 degrees or more.
	Required every 1,320 feet of fence.
	Required in elevation changes greater than 8%

	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes



4) Line Post Materials, Dimensions, and Additional Information
	General Line Post Information: Steel T posts shall be galvanized or painted with one or more coats of high grade weather-resistant steel paint or enameled and baked and should not be rusted or bent. All wooden post (except red cedar, Osage Orange, or black locust) shall be treated with pentachlorophenol, creosote, or chromated cooper arsenate (CCA) by a method to ensure complete penetration of the sapwood.

	Item:
	Type of Post
	Minimum Size
	Depth
	Maximum Spacing w/o Stays
	Maximum Spacing with Stays

	Line Post
	Treated wood, Red Cedar, Osage Orange, or Black Locust
	3”
	24”
	20 feet
	30 feet

	
	Steel T Post
	1.25 lbs/ft
	Anchor plates must be fully into and below ground surface.
	20 feet
	30 feet



5) Wire Materials, Dimensions and Additional Information
	General Wire Information: Attach wires to the side of the post closets to the livestock except on corners. For barb wire fences, the barbs will be 2-point barbs on approximately 4-inch centers or 4-point barbs on 5-inch centers.

	Item:
	Minimum Gauge
	Minimum Number of Wires

	Barbed Wire	12 1/2 gauge malleable or 15 1/2 high tensile
	Choose an item.


6) Additional Guidance
The above information is Arkansas NRCS’s minimum specifications. It is acceptable to construct a fence which exceeds these specifications. However, all portions of the fence must meet minimum specifications regardless if other portions exceed specifications. Only new materials will be used with exception of steel pipe and utility poles in excellent condition.

7) Supporting Drawings
☐  GLTD_382_002     Metal Corner, End, and Gate Brace Assemblies for Barbed/Smooth Wire Fence 
☐  GLTD_382_003     Barbed Wire and Line Post
☐  GLTD_382_014     Angle Brace Assemblies
☐ GLTD_382_015     Tension Wire and Cross Member
[bookmark: _GoBack]
8) Operation and Maintenance
☐  Regular inspection of fences should be part of an on-going management program.
☐  Inspection of fences after storm events is needed to facilitate the function of the intended use of the fence.
☐  Maintenance and repairs will be performed as needed to facilitate the intended operation of the installed fence.	USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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