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 Natural Resources Conservation Service
Arkansas Conservation Practice Job Sheet
Fence (382) – Electric Fence; 3+ Wires (Wood Brace)

	Participant Name: Click here to enter text.
	Date: Click here to enter text.

	Program Name: Click here to enter text.
	Farm # Click here to enter text.
	Tract # Click here to enter text.

	Contract Number: Click here to enter text.
	Field(s) # Click here to enter text.


Fence: A constructed barrier to animals or people. This practice facilitates the accomplishment of conservation objectives by providing a means to control movement of animals and people, including vehicles.

· Fence may be applied for the following purposes:
☐      Contain and control livestock movement.

☐  Facilitate a prescribed grazing system.

☐      Protect sensitive areas from grazing livestock.

☐      Eliminate access to unsafe areas.
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1) General Fence Information
	Intended Use:
	Choose an item.	Life Span:
	20 years

	Type of Fence:
	Choose an item.	Approximate Length of Fence:
	Click here to enter text.
	Location of Fence: 
	The location of the fence will be installed according to the Conservation Plan Map.



2) Bracing Materials, Dimensions, and Additional Information
	General Bracing Information: Trees, stumps, in-service utility poles or landscape timbers are not allowed. Treated posts will be labeled as specified in AWPA standard UC4A. A tension wire is required on all wood braces, consisting of two complete loops of 12 ½ gauge or stronger wire. An in-line wire tightener, rebar, sucker rod, or pine/cedar twitch stick can be used and should remain in the fence. Install tension wire according to attached drawings. Wooden cross member posts must be placed in a groove in the corner post or attached with screws, nails, or steel dowel pin(s).

	Bracing Assembly
	Brace/Pull Post  Minimum Diameter
	Minimum Depth of Post
	Length of Brace
	Minimum Cross Member Diameter

	Corner, Gate, End Post and Assembly
	Wood - 5 inches
	Choose an item.	6 - 10 feet
	3 inch wood post









3) Brace Assembly Requirements
	General Brace Assembly Requirement: Bracing of anchor (pull) posts is required at all corners, gates, and
fence ends, at certain specified distances, and at definite slope and alignment changes in the fence line.

	Type of Brace Assembly
Double H Brace or welded angle brace (3 Post Assembly)
	Required at directional change of 20 degrees or more.
	Required every 2,640 feet of fence.
	Required in elevation changes greater than 8%.

	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes



	General Line Post Information: Smooth wire electric fences with more than two wires will have posts spaced at least every 60 feet. Fiberglass, fiberglass T post, eucalyptus, rigid plastic and composite posts are acceptable line posts with electric fence. Steel post or rods may be used with UV protected insulators. All non-traditional electric fence posts should have a 10 year manufactures warranty and have UV protection.

	Type of Post
	Minimum Size
	Minimum Depth

	Wood
	3”
	24”

	Fiberglass
	3/8”
	16”

	Fiberglass T Post
	1.5”
	16”

	Composite, Plastic Post
	1 1/8”
	16”

	Steel T Post
	1.25lbs/ft
	Driven to at least the top of the anchor plate.


4) Line Post Materials, Dimensions, and Additional Information

5) Wire Materials, Dimensions and Additional Information
	General Wire Information: Tension of wires will be maintained with in-line tighteners for the proper average height needed for animal control. Multiple wire electric fences should have the top wire 40-44 inches.

	Item:
	Required Gauge
	Minimum Number of Wires

	Smooth High Tensile
	12 ½ gauge smooth high-tensile wire with 170,000/180,000 psi for hand-tying or up to 
200,000 if using crimps instead of tying.
	Choose an item.


6) Additional Guidance
The above information is Arkansas NRCS’s minimum specifications. It is acceptable to construct a fence which exceeds these specifications. However, all portions of the fence must meet minimum specifications regardless if other portions exceed specifications. Only new materials will be used with exception of steel pipe and utility poles in excellent condition.

7) Supporting Drawings
☐  GLTD_382_004     General Electric Fence Specifications I
☐ GLTD_382_005     General Electric Fence Specifications II
☐  GLTD_382_009     Wood Brace Assemblies for 3+ Wire Electric Fence 
☐ GLTD_382_010     Electric Fence Wire and Line Post
☐ GLTD_382_014     Angle Brace Assemblies
☐ GLTD_382_015     Tension Wire and Cross Member
☐ GLTD_382_016     General Electric Fence Specification III


8) Operation and Maintenance
☐  Regular inspection of fences should be part of an on-going management program.
☐  Inspection of fences after storm events is needed to facilitate the function of the intended use of the fence.
☐  Maintenance and repairs will be performed as needed to facilitate the intended operation of the installed fence.
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