AZ Environmental Compliance Handbook


NATURAL AREA

Documentation Guide

For AZ-CPA-52

BACKGROUND

Natural areas are defined as land and water units where natural conditions are maintained.  Natural conditions result when ordinary physical and biological processes operate with a minimum of human intervention.  Manipulations of natural areas may be needed to maintain or restore features where degradation of those natural features has occurred. 

Natural areas may be designated areas of the Federal Government, nonfederal government, or privately controlled land.  Designation may be formal, as provided under Federal regulations, or by foundations or conservation organizations that were specifically created to acquire and maintain natural areas.  Designation may be informal in the case of private landowners who designate a specific area as a natural area and manage it accordingly.

Natural areas are established and maintained for a variety of purposes including:  

· Furthering science and education

· Monitoring the surrounding environment

· Providing recreation attractions

· Preserving unique values

· Serving as a genetic base for native plants and animals

POLICY

It is the policy of the NRCS to recognize natural areas, if so dedicated, as a land use, and will support the designation of appropriate natural areas (GM 190 Part 410.23).

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) employees, who provide technical assistance to land users must inform them about the potentially adverse impact that the land user's decisions may have on adjacent or nearby natural areas.  Land users will be encouraged to consult with concerned agencies, societies, and individuals to arrive at mutually satisfactory land use and treatment.

Check Section One of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) for the list and locations of natural areas or obtain the current listings and locations of natural areas from the NRCS State Lead for conservation planning.  Other sources for identified natural areas include The Nature Conservancy and Audubon Society.
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