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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

Guidance Document for

AZ-CPA-52

Backround 

A Wild and Scenic River is a free-flowing river or river-segment that has outstanding scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, archaeological, or other values. This type of river is designated by act of Congress (P.L. 90-542) or by the Secretary of the Interior as part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The designation of a river under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provides legal protections from adverse development and provides a mechanism for management of the river resources. The principal effect of the Act is to preclude or to severely limit the construction of dams and other water resources projects that might affect the free-flowing character of the river and its associated resources. The designation affects the management of federal lands in the river’s corridor. Rights to future development of private lands can be purchased under land acquisition authorities. 

Management standards or requirements have been developed for three classes of rivers: 1) Wild Rivers, 2) Scenic Rivers, and 3) Recreational Rivers. These terms refer to the degree of development. The classification is an important distinction. It has a direct effect on how the river is to be administered and whether certain activities on federally owned land within the boundaries are permissible. Regardless of the classification, each designated river is administered with the goal of non-degradation and enhancement of the values, which caused it to be designated. The definitions are: 

a. Wild River area: Those rivers or sections that are free of impoundment’s and generally inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges of primitive America. 

b. Scenic River areas: Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads. 

c. Recreational River areas: Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some development along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past. 

GOVERNING LAWS & JURISDICTION 
Ongoing regular uses of private lands, particularly those existing at the time of the river’s designation, are not directly affected. Most private land use, such as homes and farms are compatible with Wild, Scenic and Recreational River management. The river’s management plan identifies the types of land uses and developments that are considered compatible or incompatible with the river’s wild and scenic values. Designation has no effect on existing water rights or irrigation systems or other existing developed facilities. New projects and alterations to existing systems, which require Federal permits, may be allowed when they will not have an adverse effect on the values of the river corridor. Generally, timber harvests and agricultural operation on privately owned lands are unaffected in Wild, Scenic and Recreational River designations. However, some activities may require permits or may be covered under special provisions of the management plan. The Act requires that the management of Federally owned timber and grazing lands be done in a manner that protects the river’s values. 

NRCS RESPONSIBILITY / ASSISTANCE TO CLIENTS 
NRCS will aid in protecting, maintaining and managing designated Wild & Scenic Rivers to ensure the continued realization of their beneficial values while protecting the soil, water, air, plant, animal, and human resource base. Early in the planning process, where activities may effect a Wild & Scenic River, NRCS will identify alternatives that will preserve and enhance the natural beneficial values and values identified when the river was designated. These are not limited to, but can include: 

a. Public health, safety and welfare, including water supply, quality, recharge and discharge, pollution, flood and storm hazards, and sedimentation and erosion. 
b. Maintenance of natural systems, including conservation and the long-term productivity of flora and fauna, species and habitat diversity and stability, hydrological utility, fish, wildlife, forests, food and fiber resources. 
c. Other uses in the public interest, including recreation, cultural and scientific uses.
4. PROCEDURES 
NRCS staff will determine if any proposed activities will impact waters designated as Wild & Scenic Rivers. Then refer to the web site http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wildriverslist.html and do the following steps: 

a. At the State list, select Arizona. 
b. If the proposed activity is in an identified Wild & Scenic River area go to http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wildriverstable.html to identify the administering agency and the miles by classification of either wild, scenic or recreational. 
c. NRCS will then consult with the lead agency to ensure the proposed activities are not in conflict with the resource protection standards established for that particular stretch of river.
At the time of the writing of this Guidance Document, only one river in Arizona had any designations of Wild, Scenic or Recreational.  The Verde River has 22.2 miles designated as Wild and 18.3 miles designated as Scenic, with the Forest Service serving as the designated administering agency.  The Wild River Area begins at the Mazatzal Wilderness boundary in Section 11, T11N, R6E. and ends the confluence of Red Creek in Section 34, T91/2N, R6E.  The Scenic Rive Area begins at the Section line between Section 26 and 27, T13N, R5E, Gila-Salt River Meridian and ends at the boundary of the Mazatzal Wildnerness, which is within Section 11, T11N, R6E.  

Additional designations may occur in the future.   
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