STATEMENT OF WORK
Brush Management (314)
Arizona 
(August 2014)


[bookmark: _GoBack]These deliverables apply to this individual practice.  For other planned practice deliverables refer to those specific Statements of Work.
DESIGN
Deliverables:
1. The conservation practice narrative in the Conservation Plan must include:
a. The purpose of the practice.
b. The target plant(s).
c. The treatment method.
d. The monitoring and follow-up treatment needed (if any), including reference to any associated conservation practices.
e. The lifespan of the practice.
2. Control of land documentation must be obtained from the client.
3. Supporting information needed for practice design must be in the case file.  At a minimum this must include:
a. A conservation plan map showing the location and boundaries of the planned brush management as well as any areas to be left untreated or any other areas of special treatment within the planned area of brush management.
b. An ecological site map identifying the ecological sites found within the planned area of brush management.
c. A land status map showing land ownership within the planned area of brush management.
d. An inventory and analysis of vegetation production and composition that adequately represents each ecological site within the planned area of brush management.
e. An inventory and analysis of Arizona Resource Concerns identifying the need for the planned brush management practice.
f. Documentation of current livestock grazing management.
4. Written specifications complying with Arizona NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 314, Brush Management shall be provided to the client adequately describing the requirements to apply the brush management.  The specification must include, but is not limited to:
a. Client name, contact, and location information.
b. NRCS Field Office and Conservation District.
c. The purpose(s) of applying the practice, including resource concerns to be improved through the brush management.
d. The pasture(s) or field(s) associated with the brush management.
e. Planned acreage, location and boundaries of the brush management.
f. Site characteristic information including MLRA, CRA (LRU) and ecological site identification, soil information, average annual precipitation and elevation.
g. The target plant(s) to be controlled or managed by the brush management.
h. The current percent cover/pounds per acre/plants per acre of target plants.
i. The degree of infestation.
j. Planned percent cover/pounds per acre/plants per acre of target plants.
k. Double-sampling or total harvest data representing each ecological site in the brush management area.
l. Method(s) of control, including equipment needed (mechanical treatments), application rates and methods (chemical treatments), and/or biological agent and application technique or grazing animal, timing, frequency duration and intensity (biological treatments).
m. Identification of associated practices required in conjunction with the brush management.
n. A monitoring plan.
o. A map detailing the brush management area, including ecological site (rangelands or forestlands) or soil delineations (pasturelands) delineations.
p. Product label(s) (chemical treatments).
q. WIN-PST Report (chemical treatments).
r. Appropriate reference establishing biological agent’s ability to contain and manage the target plant(s) (biological agent treatments).
s. An operation and maintenance plan.
5. The specification must demonstrate that criteria in NRCS practice standard will be met and will be compatible with other existing and planned practices.
6. The specifications must comply with all federal, state, tribal, and local laws, regulations and NRCS policies.  
7. The specification must be signed by the client stating that they understand their requirement for applying the practice.
8. The specification must be signed by an NRCS representative with appropriate approval authority certifying that the design meets practice standard criteria and complies with applicable laws and regulations.

APPLICATION
Deliverables
1. Pre-installation conference with client and contractor
2. Verification that client has obtained required permits
3. Staking and layout according to plans and specifications including applicable layout notes
4. Application guidance as needed
5. Design modifications as needed
6. Certification that the application methods meet design requirements

CHECK OUT
Deliverables
1. Practice certification must be completed by person with approval authority.
2. The practice application is to be checked against the specifications to insure a satisfactory job.  Check notes or observations become part of the supporting data along with previous planning document records.
3. Minimum check out documentations include:
a. The date the check out field visit was done.
b. Evaluation of level of control or management of target plant(s) obtained.
c. Documentation that any required associated conservation practices have been applied or planned.
d. A monitoring plan has been implemented or planned.
e. Signed check notes, with a statement that the practice does or does not meet NRCS standards for the practice.
4. Practice certification and progress reporting in ProTracts or Customer Service Toolkit.

REFERENCES
· NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG), Section IV, Conservation Practice Standard 
       Brush Management - 314
· NRCS National Range and Pasture Handbook
· NRCS National Environmental Compliance Handbook
· NRCS Cultural Resources Handbook

State Contact:  State Rangeland Management Specialist
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