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DEFINITION
An enclosed polyethylene, polycarbonate, plastic, or fabric covered structure that is used to cover and protect crops from sun, wind, excessive rainfall, or cold, to extend the growing season in an environmentally safe manner. 

PURPOSE


			

Improve plant health and vigor.

PRACTICE INFORMATION
This practice applies to land capable of producing crops.  This practice applies where sun or wind intensity may damage crops, or where an extension of the growing season is needed due to climatic conditions. 
The practice does not apply to crops not grown in the natural soil profile (i.e. tables/benches, portable pots, hydroponically, etc.).

Crops must be grown in the natural soil profile.  Raised beds may be installed to improve soil condition, fertility, and access.  Raised beds are a maximum of 12 inches in depth.
The practice does not include greenhouses or low tunnel systems.
The practice cannot be used to provide shelter or housing for any livestock, or to store supplies or equipment.
The high tunnel structure must be planned, designed, and constructed from a manufactured kit in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.  

Select the high tunnel covering material of a significant thickness to withstand the temperature change for the period required and shall have a 4-year-minimum lifespan.  For polyethylene covers, use a minimum 6-mil greenhouse grade, UV-resistant material.

Significant modifications to the high tunnel structure design must be verified and approved by the manufacturer prior to construction to ensure that any warranties remain in effect.























325 High Tunnel System – Job Sheet


	
Producer ________________________    Location  ___________________________

Field Office ______________________    Conservation Contract _________________






	Attach map with High Tunnel Layout and Location 	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Has the site location been evaluated for conditions that may cause the high tunnel to fail such as off-site drainage, concentrated wind areas, falling trees, etc? 




	High Tunnel

	
	Planned
	As Built

	Length
	
	

	Width
	
	

	Center Height
	
	

	Frame Type 
	
	

	Cover Type
	
	

	Cover Thickness
	
	

	Cover Lifespan
	
	

	Additional Supports 
(if needed)
	
	

	Notes:









	Crop Rotation 

	Crop
	Planting Date
	Harvest Date
	Cover Type
	Date to Cover 
	Date to Remove 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	







	Associated Practices (erosion control, runoff, and vegetative cover, etc)

	Practice
	Date
	Job Sheet Provided (Yes/ No)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





	High Tunnel System Construction

	· Prepare site according to manufacturer’s instructions.
· Lay out building location according to attached Plan Map.
· Assemble high tunnel structure according to manufacturer’s instructions.
· Install supporting practices as required, according to construction plans provided.




	Operation and Maintenance

	· Periodically inspect the high tunnel and repair, reinstall, or replace, as needed to accomplish the intended purpose.
· Manage the structure in a manner that limits wind and/or snow damage.  Close sides and ends before storm events.  In areas that receive snow and ice, the structure should be closed prior to winter weather.
· Remove snow and ice from the structure cover and sides promptly to prevent structure failure.
· When the structure is at serious risk of collapse due to weather conditions, consider slashing the plastic cover to relieve pressure and save the framework.
· Perform soil tests regularly to monitor nutrients and to monitor salt build-up.  The soils under the immobile high tunnels may require periodic “flushing” to remove salt build-up. This is accomplished by removing the cover for a season to allow natural precipitation to infiltrate, or by artificially flooding the ground under cover.
· If needed, seed all disturbed earth surfaces outside of the high tunnel and maintain the vegetation throughout the structure’s life.
· Removal of cover materials shall be consistent with the intended purpose and site conditions.
· Plan for proper disposal of the cover at the end of its useful life.
· Operation of equipment near and on the site shall not compromise the intended purpose of the high tunnel structure or its cover.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 













325 High Tunnel System – Construction Checkout



	Cooperator Acknowledgement

	· I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the High Tunnel Jobsheet and the listed associated practices with attachments.

	· I understand that I am responsible for obtaining any necessary permits prior to construction of the High Tunnel (aka building permit, flood plain use permit, etc)

	· Maintenance of the installed work in necessary for the proper performance of the practice.  Federally funded practices must be maintained for the life of the practice.

	· I understand the requirements for installation, operation and maintenance of this practice.

	

	Producer Signature:

	Date:





CHECK OUT:

Amount Completed: _____________square feet.              Mark As-Built location on plan map.

Remarks____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
This practice meets NRCS standards and specifications          □ Yes		□ No

Check out by: ____________________________________              Date: ______________

Job Approval Authority: _____________________________



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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