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USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

clearing and snagging

 (feet)

 CODE 326

1. Scope

The work shall consist of removing snags, drifts, or other obstructions from a channel.

This specification applies to the clearing of trees and brush and the removal of sediment bars, drifts, logs, snags, boulders, piling, piers, headwalls, debris, and other obstructions from the flow area of a natural or excavated channel. It also applies to selective snagging, which is the selective removal of obstructions from the channel and streambanks to increase its capacity to carry water.

2. General requirements

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to this installation.

On Federal, State, or Tribal lands, the landowner / leasee must have clearances and approvals or permits from the responsible permitting agency prior to any construction.

For federally funded practices the area of potential effect for each undertaking must be investigated for cultural resources under section 106 of the National Historical Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, before soil disturbance occurs.

For federally funded practices, NRCS must determine if installation of this practice will affect any federal, tribal, or state listed threatened or endangered species or their habitat prior to application or construction. If this action may affect a listed species or result in modification of critical habitat, NRCS will advise the land user of the requirements of the Endangered Species Act and recommend alternative conservation treatments that avoids adverse effects. Further assistance will be provided only if the land user selects one of the alternative conservation treatments for installation; or at the request of the land owner, NRCS may initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Any special requirements for endangered species are shown under Special Requirements.

For federally funded practices, if during installation, any cultural resources, historical resources, threatened or endangered species are found, the landowner / leasee agrees to stop all work and immediately notify NRCS. 

NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities or facilities.

Installation shall be in accordance with these specifications and special requirements.  For federally funded practices, no changes are to be made in the specifications, design, or drawings without prior approval of NRCS.

Installation shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  

The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.  

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. The job site shall have a neat appearance after completion.

Waste materials shall be burned, buried, or removed from the site as required by local laws and regulations.

Chemicals pollutants such as oil, transmission fluid, lubricant, and grease spills shall be cleaned up, disposed of, and removed from the site in accordance to Federal, State, Tribal and Local governmental regulations.  The contractor shall be responsible for preventing his operation from contamination open and ground water sources.  

Requirements for addressing water quality concerns are shown under Special Requirements.

3. Removal

All trees, stumps, and brush within the perimeter of the chan​nel shall be cut as close to the ground as the cutting tools per​mit.  In other areas to be cleared, the trees, brush, and other woody vegetation shall be cut within the maximum distance above the ground level specified.  

The limits of the area to be cleared will be marked by means of stakes, flags, tree markings or other suitable methods.  Trees to be left standing and uninjured will be designated by special markings placed around the tree.  Trees shall be felled in such a manner as to avoid damage to other trees, property, and ob​jects outside the limits of clearing. 

Down trees, logs, drifts, boul​ders, debris, and other obstruc​tions lying wholly or partly in the channel shall be removed.  Piling, piers, headwalls, and sediment bars that obstruct the free flow of water shall be re​moved if so designated in the project plan.  

When heavy equipment is used, it will be operated in a manner that will mini​mize disturbance to stream banks and existing vegetation.  Other restric​tions on the use of heavy equipment, such as access roads to be used, will be as specified in the special re​quirements section of this specification. 

If herbicide treatment is planned, the stumps and brush in the specified area shall be treated at the time of clearing according to the recommendations of the manufacturer of the herbi​cide specified or being used.  All herbicide use must be in accordance with applicable laws, rules or ordinances.  

The use of explosives in all clearing and snagging operations, when allowed, shall be in strict compliance with applicable state statutes and regulations. 

4. Snagging

Selective snagging, where possible, shall be performed primarily with hand-operated equipment, water based equipment, or small equipment used in a manner that will minimize soil, water, and other resource disturbance. 

5. Disposal

Trees, logs, and all combustible material resulting from the clearing and snagging operations shall be burned, buried, or piled in designated disposal areas as specified for the project.  All burning shall be performed outside the channel and shall con​form to regulations in effect in the area.   In other areas, such as woodland or rangeland, where burning is prohibited, material shall be disposed of in such a manner that it does not float away or reenter the channel.  Residue from burning and noncom​bustible material shall be buried outside the channel or placed in design​ated disposal areas.  All residue material shall have an earth cover of 12 inches or as specified to permit proper land use.  Designated disposal areas shall be graded to neat lines, free of mounds and holes, giving a natural appearance which blends into the undisturbed areas. 

6. Vegetative Cover

Unless otherwise specified, a protective cover of vegetation shall be established on the dis​turbed area.  The planting of vegetative materials shall con​form to the requirements of Con​struction Specification 342, Critical Area Planting. 

7. Special Measures

Measures and construction methods shall be incorporated as needed and practical that enhance fish and wildlife values.  Special at​tention shall be given to visual resources protecting and main​taining key shade, food, and den trees.  This practice shall not be applied without adequate review and site inspection by a biologist where fish-bearing water bodies are involved.

8. Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that ero​sion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within le​gal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construc​tion being performed with due re​gards to the safety of all per​sons and property. 

The completed job shall be work​manlike and present a good appearance.  

9. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements

     
10.   Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Design sheet

11. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other Attachments
     
12. Operation and Maintenance

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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