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428A  -  Practice Specification  MAKE SURE YOU MODIFY THIS FOR EACH PRATICE

310  - Bedding


USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

conservation cover

 (acre)

CODE 327

1. Scope

The work shall consist of establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover to protect soil and water resources.

2. General requirements

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to this installation.

On Federal, State, or Tribal lands, the landowner / leasee must have clearances and approvals or permits from the responsible permitting agency prior to any construction.

For federally funded practices the area of potential effect for each undertaking must be investigated for cultural resources under section 106 of the National Historical Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, before soil disturbance occurs.

For federally funded practices, NRCS must determine if installation of this practice will affect any federal, tribal, or state listed threatened or endangered species or their habitat prior to application or construction. If this action may affect a listed species or result in modification of critical habitat, NRCS will advise the land user of the requirements of the Endangered Species Act and recommend alternative conservation treatments that avoids adverse effects. Further assistance will be provided only if the land user selects one of the alternative conservation treatments for installation; or at the request of the land owner, NRCS may initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Any special requirements for endangered species are shown under Special Requirements.

For federally funded practices, if during installation, any cultural resources, historical resources, threatened or endangered species are found, the landowner / leasee agrees to stop all work and immediately notify NRCS. 

NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities or facilities.

Installation shall be in accordance with these specifications and special requirements.  For federally funded practices, no changes are to be made in the specifications, design, or drawings without prior approval of NRCS.

Installation shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  

The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.  

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. The job site shall have a neat appearance after completion.

Waste materials shall be burned, buried, or removed from the site as required by local laws and regulations.

Chemicals pollutants such as oil, transmission fluid, lubricant, and grease spills shall be cleaned up, disposed of, and removed from the site in accordance to Federal, State, Tribal and Local governmental regulations.  The contractor shall be responsible for preventing his operation from contamination open and ground water sources.  

Requirements for addressing water quality concerns are shown under Special Requirements.

3. Materials

A.
Seed

All seed shall be delivered to the site tagged and labeled.

Bag tag figures will be evidence of purity and germination.  Time since date of seed test shall not exceed 9 months.

Seed shall be of a quality that weed seed shall not exceed 0.5% of the aggregate of pure live seed (PLS) (% germination x % purity) and other material.

B.
Fertilizer 

Unless otherwise specified, all fertilizer shall be uniform in composition, dry and free flowing, pelleted or granular.

All fertilizer shall be labeled in accordance with applicable state regulations and bear the warranty of the producer for the grade furnished.

C.
Inoculants

The inoculant for treating legume seeds shall be a pure culture of Nitrogen fixing bacteria prepared specifically for the plant species and shall not be used later than the date indicated on the container.  A mixing medium, as recommended by the manufacturer or approved substitute, shall be used to bond the inoculant to the seed.  For nonpellet inoculated seed, two times the amount of the inoculant recommended by the manufacturer shall be used and seed shall be sown within 24 hours.

For pellet inoculated seed, at least 30 pounds of inoculant shall be used per 1,000 pounds of raw seed and the seed shall be labeled to show the Lot Number, Expiration Date, and Percent Coat of the finished product.  Pellet inoculated seed shall be kept cool and sown within 180 days.

D.
Chemicals

All pesticides used in performing this practice shall be Federally, State, and locally registered and shall be applied strictly in accordance with authorized and registered uses, directions on the label, and other Federal or State policies and requirements.  Chemical containers shall be properly stored and disposed of in a safe manner.

4. Seeding Mixture and Planting Date

The seed(s) and rate(s) specified on the design sheet shall be used.

The seeding rate(s) shall be the weight exclusive of any coating material.  Any legume seed used shall be inoculated.  Based on bag tags, seeding rates shall be adjusted to insure the required amounts of pure live seed.

Planting shall be performed during the period that is specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

5. Seedbed Preparation

Unless otherwise specified, the area to be planted shall be weed free and have a firm seedbed which has previously been roughened by scarifying, disking, harrowing, chiseling, or otherwise worked to a depth of 2 to 4 inches, except when planting no-till.  No implement shall be used that will create an excessive amount of downward movement of clods on sloping areas.

Trash, weeds, and other debris that will interfere with seeding or maintenance shall be removed.

Seedbed preparation shall be suspended when soil moisture conditions are not suitable for obtaining a satisfactory seedbed.

6. Fertilizing and Seeding 

A.
Fertilizing

The fertilizer(s) and rate(s) specified on the Practice Requirements sheet shall be used.

When required and unless otherwise specified on the design sheet, fertilizer shall be applied in any way that will result in uniform distribution.  The fertilizer shall be incorporated into the soil as part of the seedbed preparation or as part of the seeding operation.

B.
Seeding
Unless otherwise specified, seed shall be drilled at the depth specified on the design sheet. Seeding shall be performed as nearly as practical across the slope unless otherwise specified on the design sheet.

7. Irrigation

When specified, irrigation water shall be applied during the establishment period at the times and rates listed on the design Irrigation Water Management design sheet.

8. Additional Cultural Operations

Cultural operations performed shall maintain a population of at least three planted and/or desirable resident perennial plants per square yard not including any noxious weeds on at least 75 percent of the area after the establishment period. The desirable resident species are those specified on the design sheet.

Vegetative cover shall provide a minimum of 60 percent ground cover on fields subject to rainfall erosion within three years after planting and thereafter.  Vegetative cover shall reduce erosion to the soil loss tolerance level on fields subject to wind erosion.

Mowing can be performed for control of noxious weeds, to reduce rank growth, and for a designated firebreak.  No tillage shall be performed except for injecting or banding fertilizer through knives. 

Herbicides used shall not endanger the planted species, except when required for control of noxious weeds.

9. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements

     
10. Basis of Acceptance

This practice will be approved when at least three planted and/or desirable resident perennial plants per square foot (not including any noxious weeds) are present on at least 75 percent of the area, and the desirable species provide a minimum of 40 percent ground cover.

11. Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Design sheet that includes, recommended species, seeding rates and dates, establishment procedures, and other management actions needed to insure an adequate stand.

12. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other Attachments
     
13. Operation and Maintenance

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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