
USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service
Conservation Practice Jobsheet 
ARIZONA
Conservation Crop Rotation
(Acres)
CODE 328 
LIFESPAN: 1 Year



428A  -  Practice Specification  MAKE SURE YOU MODIFY THIS FOR EACH PRACTICE

NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV	Page 1	 NRCS, Arizona
September, 2002
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV	Page 2 of 2				NRCS, AZ
February, 2002
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV	Page 5 of 5	 NRCS, Arizona
328 Jobsheet	September 2015
[bookmark: Text9]Cooperator 		     
[bookmark: Text6]Conservation District  	     
[bookmark: Text2]Land Unit(s)		     
[bookmark: Text7]Practice Amount	     
[bookmark: Text8]Design Date		     
[bookmark: Text4]Field Office		     
Program		     
[bookmark: Text3]County			     

     
Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of this jobsheet, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.    
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by
Date

Purpose: (Check those that apply or delete those that do not apply)
· Reduce sheet, rill and wind erosion
·  Resource Concern (SOIL EROSION - Sheet, rill, & wind erosion).
· Maintain of increase soil health and organic matter content.
· Resource Concern (SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION –Organic matter depletion).
· Reduce water quality degradation due to excess nutrients.
· Resource Concern (WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION – Excess Nutrients in Surface and Groundwater)
· Improve soil moisture efficiency.
· Resource Concern (INSUFFICIENT WATER – Inefficient use of irrigation water, or Inefficient Moisture Management)
· Reduce the concentration of salts and other chemicals from saline seeps.
· (Resource Concern SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION – Concentration of Salts or Other Chemicals)
· Reduce plant pest pressures.
· Resource Concern (DEGRADED PLANT CONDITION – Excessive Plant Pest Pressure)
· Provide feed and forage for domestic livestock.
· Resource Concern (LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION LIMITATION – Inadequate Feed and Forage)
· Provide food and cover habitat for wildlife, including pollinator forage and nesting.
· Resource Concern (FISH AND WILDLIFE – INADEQUATE HABITAT – Habitat Degradation)
General Requirements

The planned crop sequence must have:

1. The crop rotation shall include a minimum of two different crops.
2. A positive Soil Condition Index (SCI) for the planned rotation.
3. Sheet/rill and wind erosion levels that do not exceed “T” for the soil.
4. Permitted changes:
a.  Crop substitution as long as the replacement crop is a similar type (i.e. warm season grass, warm season broadleaf, etc.)
b. Field and tillage operations (+/- 2 minor operations per crop).

RUSLE2 profile printout and WEPS run printout must contain all necessary information for the planned rotation.  If any part of the planned rotation changes during actual implementation of the practice, attach revised RUSLE2 and WEPS documentation “as implemented”.  This includes documenting multiple years of practice implementation.


Planned Crop Rotation

In table below enter the field, the crop (type or name), in the sequence to be planted, and time period for each crop in months or years. Add extra lines, columns, or years as needed.

Crop Rotation First Year

	Field Number

	Beginning Crop first year
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if double crop in 1st year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if a triple crop in 1st year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Rotation Length (yrs.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Crop Rotation Second Year

	Field Number

	Beginning Crop second year
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if double crop in 2nd year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if a triple crop in 2nd year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Rotation Length (yrs.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Crop Rotation Third Year

	Field Number

	Beginning Crop third year
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if double crop in 3rd year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Next Crop (if a triple crop in 3rd year)
	Time in Field (days, months,yr.)
	Rotation Length (yrs.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Documentation of Additional Criteria (as applicable)

To Reduce Sheet, Rill and Wind erosion
· Predicted sheet/rill and wind erosion must be reduced by the planned crop rotation.  RUSLE2 and/or WEPS printouts must document : 
· The amount of biomass and crop residues produced during the crop rotation  
· The critical erosion period(s) during the crop rotation
· If any part of the above planned information changes during actual implementation of the practice, attach revised printouts “as implemented”.

To Maintain of increase soil health and organic matter content
· A positive OM (organic matter) sub-factor within the Soil Condition Index (SCI) is required.

To Improve soil moisture efficiency
· Select crops and varieties and the sequence of crops based on local climate potential and/or irrigation water availability, and an approved water balance procedure.

To Reduce the concentration of salts and other chemicals from saline seeps
· Select crops to be grown in the recharge area of saline seeps that have rooting depths and water requirements adequate to fully utilize all available soil water.  
· Do not use summer fallow.  
· Crop selection and sequence must meet the requirements of the practice standard for 610-Salinity and Sodic Soil Management.

To Reduce plant pest pressures
· Design the crop sequence to break pest lifecycles and/or to allow the use of a variety of control methods.  
· Remove susceptible crops and alternate host crops from the rotation for the period of time needed to break the life cycle of the targeted pest.
· Select resistant varieties listed in appropriate university publications or other approved sources.

To Provide feed and forage for domestic livestock
· Select crops that balance the feed supply with livestock numbers.  Determine the required amount of selected crops using an approved forage-livestock balance procedure.  Attach documentation.

To Provide food and cover habitat for wildlife, including pollinator forage and nesting
· The crops and crop management activities selected must provide either food or cover for the targeted wildlife species using the Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide (WHEG).  Attach documentation.


Additional Information

If NRCS financial assistance is provided, you must comply with all practice design requirements and criteria. NRCS will meet with you to determine if any adjustments are needed in the practice design, implementation, and operation and maintenance. Contact NRCS if additional adjustments are needed due to unusual circumstances to make changes to these specifications.



Operation and Maintenance

1. Rotations shall provide for acceptable substitute crops in case of crop failure or shift in planting intentions for weather related or economic reasons.  Acceptable substitutes are crops having similar properties that will accomplish the purpose of the original crop.  See General Requirements for details on crop substitution.
2. Evaluate the rotation and the crop sequence to determine if the planned system is meeting the planned purposes.


Required Producer Records
The following information will be provided to the field office.
· crops grown
· tillage/planting methods
· planting & harvest dates
· yields 
· other ______________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If there are changes to the crop rotation or planned tillage management operations then the producer shall provide actual crops planted, dates of planting, reason(s) for the change, and actual tillage operations used.  

Design Authority
Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     


Practice Certification (first year)
This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     


Practice Certification (second year as applicable)
This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     



Practice Certification (third year as applicable)
This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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