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Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of the practice standard.
1. I have received a copy of this jobsheet, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.    
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by
Date

This practice is applied as a part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following purposes (Check those that apply or delete those that do not apply):

· Reduce sheet, rill and wind erosion
· Resource Concern (SOIL EROSION - Sheet, rill, & wind erosion)
· Reduce tillage-induced particulate emissions
· Resource Concern (AIR QUALITY IMPACTS - Emissions of Particulate Matter - PM - and PM Precursors).
· Maintain or increase soil quality and organic matter content
· Resource Concern (SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION –Organic matter depletion).
· Reduce energy use
· Resource Concern (INEFFICIENT ENERGY USE – Farming/ranching practices and field operations).
· Increase plant-available moisture
· Resource Concern (INSUFFICIENT WATER – Inefficient moisture management)
· Provide food and escape cover for wildlife
· Resource Concern (INADEQUATE HABITAT FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE –Habitat degradation).


Tillage/Residue Treatment Requirements

1. Residue will not be burned
2. Residues must be uniformly distributed over entire field
3. No full width tillage will be performed
4. The Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) value must be no greater than 20 during the crop interval between harvest or termination of the previous cash crop and harvest or termination of the current cash crop (includes fallow periods)
5. The Soil Condition Index (SCI) must be positive for the same interval. 
6. List other requirements, in text box below, based on the selected purpose for this practice.













Documentation of Tillage and Residue Management

Attach a RUSLE2 Profile printout or a WEPS printout that displays:
1. Planned crop(s)
2. Specify the type of equipment for No Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed for each crop
3. At a minimum specifies the planned residue amounts for: (1) after harvest of the prior crop and (2) the planned residue cover after seeding the planned crop.
4. The Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) and Soil Condition Index (SCI)
5. If any part of the above planned information changes during actual implementation of the practice, attach revised printouts “as implemented”.  This includes documenting multiple years of practice implementation.


Documentation of Additional Criteria (as applicable)

To Reduce Sheet/Rill and Wind Erosion
· Predicted sheet/rill and wind erosion must not exceed “T”.  To reduce erosion to the desired level RUSLE2 and WEPS printouts must document : 
· The amount of randomly distributed surface residue needed;  
· The time of year the residue needs to be present in the field, and
· the amount of surface soil disturbance allowed
.  Calculations shall account for the effects of other practices in the management system.
To Reduce Tillage-Induced Particulate Emissions
· WEPS printouts must document :
· A reduction or modification tillage operations that create dust, especially during critical air quality periods.
· The adoption of tillage practices that reduce particulate emissions.

To Improve Soil Quality and Organic Matter Content
· The Soil Condition Index (SCI) must be positive for the entire planned rotation.


To Increase Plant-Available Moisture and Reduce Evaporation from the Soil Surface:
· Maintain a minimum of 2000 pounds per acre or 60 percent residue cover on the soil surface throughout the year.  Document by clipping and with photographs.
· Crop stubble height during the time of expected evaporation losses must be:
· at least 10 inches for crops with a row spacing of less than 15 inches;
· At least 15 inches for crops with a row spacing of 15 inches or greater. 
· These stubble heights shall be present on at least 60% of the field.
Document by stubble height measurements and with photographs.
· Trapping Snow.  Crop stubble height during the time significant snowfall is expected to occur must be:
· at least 10 inches for crops with a row spacing of less than 15 inches;
· At least 15 inches for crops with a row spacing of 15 inches or greater. 
· These heights shall be present over at least 50% of the field.
Document by stubble height measurements and with photographs.

To Reduce Energy Use:
· Reduce the total energy consumption associated with field operations by at least 25% compared to the benchmark condition.  Use the current approved NRCS tool for determining energy use to document energy use reductions.  Attach energy use documentation.
· If any part of the planned energy information changes during actual implementation of the practice, attach revised documentation “as implemented”.  This includes documenting multiple years of practice implementation.

To Provide Food and Cover for Wildlife
· Use an approved habitat evaluation procedure to determine when residue needs to be present, and the amount, orientation, and stubble height needed to provide adequate food and cover for target species.

Additional Information

If NRCS financial assistance is provided, you must comply with all practice design requirements and criteria. NRCS will meet with you to determine if any adjustments are needed in the practice design, implementation, and operation and maintenance. Contact NRCS if additional adjustments are needed due to unusual circumstances to make changes to these specifications.

Operation and Maintenance

Evaluate/measure the crop residues cover and orientation after each crop to ensure the planned amounts and orientation are being achieved. Adjust management as needed to either plan a new residue amount and orientation or adjust the planting and/or harvesting equipment.

Required Producer Records

Crops grown, tillage/planting method, planting & harvest dates, yields and all other information necessary for practice certification. If there are changes to the planned tillage management operations or crop then the producer shall provide actual crop planted, reason(s) for the change, and actual tillage operations used.  

Design Authority
Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     

Practice Certification (first year)
This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     


Practice Certification (second year as applicable)
This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     


Practice Certification (third year as applicable)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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