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Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of the practice standard.
1. I have received a copy of this jobsheet, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.    
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by
Date

This practice is applied as a part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following purposes (Check those that apply or delete those that do not apply):

· Reduce sheet, rill and wind erosion
· Resource Concern (SOIL EROSION - Sheet, rill, & wind erosion)
· Reduce transport of sediment, other solids and the contaminants attached to them
· Resource Concern (SOIL EROSION – Sheet, rill, & wind erosion).
· Reduce transport of contaminants found in solution runoff
· Resource Concern (WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION – Excess nutrients in surface and ground waters; Pesticides transported to surface and ground waters; Excess pathogens and chemicals from manure, bio-solids or compost applications).
· Increase water infiltration
· Resource Concern (INSUFFICIENT WATER - Inefficient Moisture Management).


Practice Location Map

Attach a map showing a detailed aerial view of where practice is to be installed on farm/site, and showing all major components, stationing, relative location to any landmarks, and survey benchmarks.


Site Planning Conditions for the Dominant Critical Soil Map Unit/Component

	Map Unit/Component
	Planned Slope, %
	Planning Length of Slope, ft.

	Absolute Contour Row Grade Planned, %

	

	
	
	




Minimum and Maximum Contour Row Grades 

	Minimum Contour Row Grade, % 
The crop rows shall have sufficient grade to ensure that runoff water does not pond and cause unacceptable crop damage. 
	Maximum Contour Row Grade, % 
The maximum row grade shall not exceed: (a) one-half of the up-and-down hill slope percent used for conservation planning, or (b) 10 percent, whichever is less. Up to a 25-percent deviation from the design row grade is permitted within 150 feet of a stable outlet. 

	

	




Minimum Tillage Ridge Heights and In-Row Plant Spacing 

	Row spacing greater than 10 inches
	Row spacing 10 inches or less

	No Till Planting


	The minimum ridge height shall be 2 inches during the period of the rotation that is most vulnerable to sheet and rill erosion 
	The minimum ridge height shall be one inch for close-grown crops, such as small grains. Plant height shall be at least 6 inches high and the spacing between plants within the row shall not be greater than 2 inches during the time most vulnerable to sheet and rill erosion.
	No minimum ridge height





Correction Areas

Where field operations begin to converge between two non-parallel contour baselines, establish a correction area that either is permanently in sod, established to an annual close-grown crop.


Documentation of Additional Criteria (as applicable)

To Increase Water infiltration
· Row Grade.  The maximum row grade shall not exceed 0.2%.


Additional Information

If NRCS financial assistance is provided, you must comply with all practice design requirements and criteria. NRCS will meet with you to determine if any adjustments are needed in the practice design, implementation, and operation and maintenance. Contact NRCS if additional adjustments are needed due to unusual circumstances to make changes to these specifications.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Operation and Maintenance

1. Perform all tillage and planting operations parallel to contour baselines or terraces, diversions, or contour buffer strip boundaries where these practices are used, provided the applicable row grade criteria are met. 
2. Where terraces, diversions, or contour buffer strips are not present, maintain contour markers on grades that, when followed during establishment of each crop, will maintain crop rows at designed grades. Contour markers may be field boundaries, a crop row left untilled near or on an original contour baseline or other readily identifiable, continuous, lasting marker. All tillage and planting operations shall be parallel to the established marker. If a marker is lost, re-establish a contour baseline within the applicable criteria set forth by this standard prior to seedbed preparation for the next crop. 
3. Farming operations should begin on the contour baselines and precede both up and down the slope in a parallel pattern until patterns meet. Where field operations begin to converge between two non-parallel contour baselines, establish a correction area that either is permanently in sod or established to an annual close-grown crop. 
4. Where contour row curvature becomes too sharp to keep machinery aligned with rows during field operations, establish sod turn strips on sharp ridge points or other odd areas as needed.

Required Producer Records

Crops grown, tillage/planting method, tillage ridge height, planting dates, and all other information necessary for practice certification. If there are changes to the planned tillage management operations or crop then the producer shall provide actual crop planted, reason(s) for the change, and actual tillage operations used.  

Design Authority
Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     

Practice Certification
The acceptability of this work has been determined by inspections to check compliance with all the provisions of this jobsheet with respect to the drawings and the minimum installation requirements. 
I have made an on-site inspection of the site (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to these practice specifications.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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