Cover Crop
Code 340
Spot Check Report

Client Information
	Client Name
	

	Business Name
	

	Land Unit(s)
	

	Land Use
	

	Applied Acres
	

	Program
	



Practice Location (5 points)
	Field Office
	
	Conservation District
	
	County
	

	Practice location on Conservation Plan Map (land unit or practice location digitized) 
	Y     N

	Land Ownership
	

	Landowner Permission
	Y     N

	Client has Approvals or Permits Required
	Y     N



Individuals Responsible for Planning, Design, Certification, and Spot Checks (15 points)	
	Cons Planner
	
	Date
	
	Certified Planner
	
	Date
	

	Practice I&E 
	
	Date
	
	Practice Designer
	
	Date
	

	Design Approver 
	
	Date
	
	Client Signature
	
	Date
	

	Field Check
	
	Date
	
	Practice Certification
	
	Date
	

	Spot Check
	
	Date
	
	Cert Pesticide Planner
	
	Date
	



Environmental Compliance (10 points)
	EE By
	
	Date
	
	Cultural Resource By
	
	Date
	

	DC Signature on EE
	Y     N
	Date
	
	HEL Determination in File
	Y     N
	Date
	


					
	HEL Soils Present 
	Y     N
	HEL Requirements Met
	Y     N     NA

	Wetlands Present
	Y     N
	Wetland Requirements Met
	Y     N     NA



Conservation Plan Resource Concern(s) to be Addressed by Practice (5 points)
	Resource Concern
	Current Condition
	Practice Designed to Meet Quality Criteria (Y/N)

	
	
	Y        N

	
	
	Y        N

	
	
	Y        N



Practice Purpose(s) Shown on Jobsheet (5 points)
	Reduce erosion from wind and water
	Y  N  NA

	Increase soil organic matter content
	Y  N  NA

	Capture and recycle or redistribute nutrients in the soil profile
	Y  N  NA

	Promote biological nitrogen fixation and reduce energy use
	Y  N  NA

	Increase biodiversity
	Y  N  NA

	Suppress weeds
	Y  N  NA

	Manage soil moisture 
	Y  N  NA

	Minimize and reduce soil compaction
	Y  N  NA


Practice Narrative (5 points)
	Practice narrative in conservation plan is specific to the operation with adequate description
	Y     N

	General Criteria (10 points)
	

	Species, seedbed preparation, and seeding (rates, dates, depth, and planting method) are described
	Y     N

	Legume inoculation is documented, if applicable
	Y   N  NA  

	Method to terminate (harvest, frost, mowing, tillage, herbicide) the cover crop is described
	Y     N

	Herbicides used on cover crop are compatible with the following crop, if applicable
	Y   N  NA  

	No cover crop residue burning is specified
	Y     N

	Additional Criteria Specific to Erosion from Wind and Water (10 points if appl.)
	

	Cover crop growing season and period of critical erosion are described and coincide
	 Y   N  NA  

	Selected cover crop species have the growth form to provide adequate soil protection
	Y   N  NA

	Erosion rates for benchmark and planned crop rotations are documented in WEPS and/or RUSLE2
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Increase Soil Organic Matter Content (10 points if appl.)
	

	Soil Conditioning Index has been calculated and the benchmark and planned scores are documented with the planned score positive and improved from benchmark.
	Y   N  NA

	Species selected are known for high biomass production 
	Y   N  NA

	Cover crop termination date is shown as well as planting date for the following crop
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Capture and Recycle Excess Nutrients in the Soil Profile (5 points if appl.)
	

	Removal of cover crop biomass from the field is described
	Y   N  NA

	Cover crop establishment and growth period coincides with period of nutrient leaching.
	Y   N  NA

	Species ability to absorb excess nutrients from the soil profile is described
	Y   N  NA

	The nutrient budget worksheet shows benchmark and planned nutrient additions
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Promote Biological Nitrogen Fixation (5 points if appl.)
	

	Inoculation of legume cover crop seed is specified, or there is documentation a legume had been growing on site within the last 3 years, or it is documented that at least 50 #/ac N were available in the soil at the time of planting.
	Y   N  NA

	Legume-grass ratio is appropriate.
	Y   N  NA

	Nutrient management plan identifies legumes as a credit.
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Increase Biodiversity (5 points if appl.)
	

	More than one species is used in the planting and the mix meets one or more of the requirements.
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Suppress Weeds
	

	Perennial and/or biennial species are used for long term weed suppression, if applicable
	Y   N  NA

	Documentation that residues are left on the soil surface with no soil incorporation
	Y   N  NA

	Species ability to provide weed suppression is described
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Manage Soil Moisture (5 points if appl.)
	

	Cover crop termination date is documented
	Y   N  NA

	It is specified that residues are to be left on soil surface until subsequent crop is planted
	Y   N  NA

	Additional Criteria to Minimize and Reduce Soil Compaction (5 points if appl.)
	

	Documentation that the selected cover crop produces deep roots and large amounts of biomass
	Y  N  NA



	Record Keeping and Monitoring (8 points)
	

	Producer has provided the required information of species planted, rates, seeding date, and termination date and method.
	Y     N

	Producer has provided the required additional required information based on selected purposes
	Y   N  NA

	Operation and Maintenance (2 points)
	

	Practice documentation addresses all O & M requirements in standard and jobsheet.
	Y     N



Practice Certification (10 points)
	Actual planting rates, species planted, planting dates, planting method and depth, termination method and date are documented.
	Y     N

	Producer provided records as required in jobsheet
	Y     N

	Required additional practice documentation is attached
	Y     N

	If changes were made to the planned cover crop, “as implemented” RUSLE2 and WEPS information are documented.
	Y   N  NA



80-120 points possible, depending on number of practice purposes and applicable practice criteria

[bookmark: _GoBack]



NRCS Documentation Corrections Needed




Practice changes producer is required to make to meet the practice standard



Additional Comments
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