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USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

CLOSURE OF WASTE IMPOUNDMENTS

(no.)

Code 360

1. Scope

The work shall consist of all preparation, excavation, and compacted earth material as required for closure of the waste impoundment.

2. General requirements

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to this installation.

On Federal, State, or Tribal lands, the landowner / leasee must have clearances and approvals or permits from the responsible permitting agency prior to any construction.

For federally funded practices the area of potential effect for each undertaking must be investigated for cultural resources under section 106 of the National Historical Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, before soil disturbance occurs.

For federally funded practices, NRCS must determine if installation of this practice will affect any federal, tribal, or state listed threatened or endangered species or their habitat prior to application or construction. If this action may affect a listed species or result in modification of critical habitat, NRCS will advise the land user of the requirements of the Endangered Species Act and recommend alternative conservation treatments that avoids adverse effects. Further assistance will be provided only if the land user selects one of the alternative conservation treatments for installation; or at the request of the land owner, NRCS may initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Any special requirements for endangered species are shown under Special Requirements.

For federally funded practices, if during installation, any cultural resources, historical resources, threatened or endangered species are found, the landowner / leasee agrees to stop all work and immediately notify NRCS. 

NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities or facilities.

Installation shall be in accordance with these specifications and special requirements.  For federally funded practices, no changes are to be made in the specifications, design, or drawings without prior approval of NRCS.

Installation shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  

The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.  

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. The job site shall have a neat appearance after completion.

The waste impoundment closure and the disposal of wastes shall comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, rules, and regulations.

Chemicals pollutants such as oil, transmission fluid, lubricant, and grease spills shall be cleaned up, disposed of, and removed from the site in accordance to Federal, State, Tribal and Local governmental regulations.  The contractor shall be responsible for preventing his operation from contamination open and ground water sources.  

Requirements for addressing water quality concerns are shown under Special Requirements.

3. Waste Conveyance

Liquid and slurry wastes shall be agitated and pumped from the impoundment and transferred by tank wagons, pipeline, or ditches to fields as directed on the plans.  Clean water will be used as needed to facilitate the pumping. 

Sludge that remains after pumping shall be removed and used as noted on the plans.

All waste conveyance structures as noted on the plans or marked in the field will be removed and replaced with compacted earth material or otherwise rendered unable to convey waste.

4. LAND RECLAMATION

Reclamation of impoundment sites will begin after the wastes have been removed from the site, unless otherwise stated in the plans.

Excavations to breach embankment impoundments shall be at the location and have the lines, grades, and elevations shown on the drawings or staked in the field.  Excavated material shall be stockpiled or spread as shown on the drawings or staked in the field.  All stockpiles will be constructed to have stable side slopes

Material required to fill excavated impoundments shall be obtained from borrow areas as specified on the plans or approved at the site by the technician. The material placed in the fill shall be free from all sod, roots, frozen soil, stones over six (6) inches in diameter and other objectionable materials unless approved by the technician.

The fill shall be to the lines, grades, and elevations shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.

Material, when placed, shall contain sufficient moisture so that the sample taken in the hand and squeezed shall remain intact when released.

The material shall be placed in six (6) inch lifts and be compacted by rubber tired equipment.

5. CONVERSION TO FRESH WATER STORAGE

If the impoundment is to be converted to fresh water storage then the construction shall meet the requirements as set forth in the NRCS practice specification for the intended purpose.

6. CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS

Measures and construction methods that enhance wildlife values shall be incorporated as needed and as practical.

Construction operations shall be carried out in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.

The completed job shall present a workmanlike finish.

7. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements

     
8.   Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Design sheet that includes locations and grading of excavated material stockpiles, side slopes, borrow areas, fill lines, grades, and elevations, moisture content, and compaction requirements. If the impoundment is to be converted to fresh water storage the design sheet shall show the requirements for the intended purpose.

9. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other Attachments
     
10. Operation and Maintenance

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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