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ARIZONA

fIREBREAKS

(ft)

CODE NO. 394

1.  Scope
The work shall consist of all preparation, excavation and earthfill required to construct a firebreak.

2. general

A firebreak is a barrier made to check or stop uncontrolled fires on woodland or rangeland.

An adequate firebreak is a strip approximately 10 feet wide and cleared of all inflammable material. These firebreaks may be:

1.  Plowed or dozed breaks primarily for protection.

2.  Road systems maintained free of debris and inflammable material.

3.  Strips on which slash and all other inflammable material have been removed.

Of these three types of firebreaks, a system of access roads used for protection is most desirable. A system of the access roads type of firebreak should be considered for each woodland ownership. If existing barriers such as railroads, highways, woods roads, lakes, streams, rock cliffs, etc., are present they should be used to the greatest extent possible in designing the road and firebreak system. The size of the area within the breaks will vary according to the size of the ownership, topography and these natural barriers. Firebreaks should normally be located along the ridge crests. In rolling and. steep country where long slopes are encountered, it may be necessary to divide the slopes by locating firebreaks between the, ridges as nearly as possible on the contour. In their location, consideration should be given to providing access for all of the woodland areas as well as the protection of these areas from fire.

3. 
Site preparation
In the location and layout of dual use firebreaks - access roads, consideration should be given to the following:

1. Grades should not exceed 15%. A maximum grade of 10% is more desirable.

2. Plowed or dozed breaks primarily for protection.
3. The distance between roads and firebreaks should be such that th skidding distance is kept to a minimum. Ordinarily this does o exceed 500 feet.

4.  Avoid valleys where water will be concentrated in the road or firebreak. Stay at least 100 feet away from streams if at all possible.

5. Avoid crossing permanently wet areas where no drainage is possible.
6. Plan for culverts or bridges when crossing streams and when dram
age of runoff water from the adjacent woodland is necessary.

7. Break the grades on land slopes. Ordinarily a steep grade should not be maintained for more than 300 feet.

8.
Include plans for water bars to keep water from concentrating in roads and breaks. To determine the spacing of water bars, divide the percent of road grade into 1,000. Do not space them wider than 100 feet even on the lowest grades. Water bars should be approximately ten to twelve inches deep and at a 45 degree angle to the, direction of travel.

4. Alternative Uses for Firebreaks and Access Roads

Although firebreaks and access roads are primarily designed for pro​tecting woodland and range areas from fire and to provide access for the conservation activities, these breaks may have a multitude of uses and uses that should be considered in helping the landowners plan for a multiple use of his woodland area. Consideration may be given to the use of firebreaks and roads for the following purposes:

1. Trails for cross-country ski runs, for hiking, for horseback riding, for nature trails, and access to scenic spots.

2. Access for hunters and access to camping areas, picnic areas, or other recreational facilities.

3. Openings along the. firebreak or access road may occur or may created. In such areas suitable browse plants and grazing plants maybe planted or maintained to provide food and cover for wildlife.
5. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements


6. Required Attachments
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Designs showing alignment, width, side slopes, drainage, erosion control, surfacing, traffic safety, and construction operations.

7. Drawings, No.      
8. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Water Quality Considerations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
9. operation and Maintenance

All firebreaks and access roads should be checked annually prior to the season of greatest fire hazard and the necessary work done to:

1. Remove all inflammable material from the firebreak or road.

2. Keep the break or road in a condition such that equipment can be moved in for protection purposes - in other words, keep the road passable.

3. Areas where excessive erosion occurs should be protected by seed ing adapted grasses or legumes, or by using appropriate erosion control measures such as diversions, mulches, etc.
This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maintain the roadway surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prevent surface ponding by grading to remove depressions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limit livestock usage to periods that permit use without damage.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remove debris to prevent blockage of stream crossings, culverts or bridges.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Control all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Immediately repair any damage from vandalism, vehicles, or livestock.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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