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Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of the practice standard.
1. I have received a copy of this jobsheet, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.    
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by
Date

This practice is applied as a part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following purposes (Check those that apply or delete those that do not apply):

· Conserve soil moisture
· Resource concern (INSUFFICIENT WATER –Inefficient moisture management).
· Reduce energy use associated with irrigation
· Resource concern (INEFFICIENT ENERGY USE – Farming/ranching practices and field operations and INSUFFICIENT WATER –Inefficient moisture management).
· Provide erosion control
· Resource concern (SOIL EROSION– Excessive bank erosion from streams shorelines or water conveyance channels, and/or SOIL EROSION – Concentrated flow erosion, and/or SOIL EROSION - Sheet, rill, & wind erosion).
· Facilitate the establishment of vegetative cover
· Resource concern (DEGRADED PLANT CONDITION – Undesirable plant productivity and health).
· Improve soil health
· Resource concern (SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION –Organic matter depletion).
· Reduce airborne particulates
· Resource concern (AIR QUALITY IMPACTS - Emissions of Particulate Matter - PM - and PM Precursors).
Mulching Material and Site Requirements

	Type of Mulching Material to be Used
	Planned Thickness of Mulch Layer
	Method of Anchoring Mulch to the Soil 

	Soil Preparation Method Prior to Mulching
	Furrow Erosion Protection Measures
	Additional Requirements

	


	
	
	
	
	



As a minimum, manufactured mulches must be applied according to the manufacturer’s specifications.
Mulch material must be relatively free of disease, pesticides, chemicals, noxious weed seeds, and other pests and pathogens.
When mulching orchards or vineyards, mulch will be placed a minimum of 6” away from trunks.


Documentation of Additional Criteria (as applicable)

To Conserve Soil Moisture and/or Reduce Energy Use Associated with Irrigation
· Mulch materials applied to the soil surface must provide at least 60 percent surface cover to reduce potential evaporation.

To Provide Erosion Control and to Reduce Airborne Particulates
· When mulching with cereal grain straw or grass hay, apply at a rate to achieve a minimum 70 percent surface cover.  Mulch rate must be determined using current erosion prediction technology to reach the soil conservation objective.  An evaluation of the system using the current approved erosion prediction procedure (RUSLE2 and/or WEPS) must result in a reduction in erosion.  Attach the RUSLE2 and/or WEPS documentation.
· When mulching with wood products such as wood chips, bark, or shavings or other wood materials, apply a minimum 2-inch thickness comprised of particles that remain in place during heavy rainfall and or strong wind events. 
· When mulching with gravel or other inorganic material, apply a minimum 2 inch thickness.  Mulch must consist of pieces 0.75 to 2 inches in diameter.

To Establish Vegetative Cover
· Mulch must be applied at a rate that achieves a minimum of 70 percent ground cover to provide protection from erosion and runoff and yet allow adequate light and air penetration to the seedbed to ensure proper germination and emergence.

To Improve Soil Health
· Use plant-based mulching materials of suitable quantity and quality to add organic matter, provide food and shelter for soil biota, and protect the soil surface from raindrop impact and crusting, while allowing for adequate soil aeration.
· Apply mulch materials with a carbon to nitrogen ratio (C:N) less than 30 to 1 so that soil nitrogen is not immobilized by soil biota.  Do not apply mulch with C:N less than 20:1 to an area of designed flow in watercourses.
· An evaluation of the system using the current approved soil conditioning index (SCI) procedure (RUSLE2 and/or WEPS) must result in a positive SCI that improves with the implementation of this practice.  Attach the RUSLE2 and/or WEPS documentation.






List other requirements in text box below, based on the selected purpose(s) and additional criteria.



















Additional Information

If NRCS financial assistance is provided, you must comply with all practice design requirements and criteria. NRCS will meet with you to determine if any adjustments are needed in the practice design, implementation, and operation and maintenance. Contact NRCS if additional adjustments are needed due to unusual circumstances to make changes to these specifications.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Operation and Maintenance

1. Mulched areas will be periodically inspected, and mulch must be reinstalled or repaired as needed to accomplish the intended purpose.
2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the mulch (application, amount of cover provided, durability, etc.) and adjust the management or type of mulch to better meet the intended purpose(s).
3. Removal or incorporation of mulch materials shall be consistent with the intended purpose and site conditions.
4. Operation of equipment near and on the site shall not compromise the intended purpose of the mulch.
5. Prevent or repair any fire damage to the mulch material.
6. Properly collect and dispose of artificial mulch material after intended use.
7. Monitor and control undesirable weeds in mulched areas.


Required Producer Records

Documentation of mulch material applied, and all other information necessary for practice certification.  If there are changes to the planned tillage management operations, crop, or planting dates then the producer shall provide revised dates, crop planted, reason(s) for the change, and actual tillage operations used.
  




Design Authority
Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     

Practice Certification
The acceptability of this work has been determined by inspections to check compliance with all the provisions of this jobsheet with respect to the drawings and the minimum installation requirements. 
I have made an on-site inspection of the site (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to these practice specifications.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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