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COOPERATOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of the practice standard.
1. I have received a copy of this jobsheet, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.    
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by   
Date

Purpose: (Check those that apply or delete those that do not apply)
· Improve or maintain livestock nutrition and/or health.
· Resource Concern (LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION LIMITATION – Inadequate feed and forage)
· Provide or increase forage supply during periods of low forage production.
· Resource Concern ((LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION LIMITATION – Inadequate feed and forage)
· Reduce soil erosion. 
· Resource Concern (SOIL EROSION - Sheet, rill, & wind erosion); (SOIL EROSION - Concentrated flow erosion )
· Improve soil and water quality. 
· Resource Concern (SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION – Organic Matter Depletion) ; (WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION – Excess Nutrients in Surface and Groundwater)
· Produce feedstock for biofuel or energy production 
· No specific Resource Concern identified for this purpose




General Requirements

1. Selection of plant species will be based on:
a. Growing season length, temperature extremes, annual precipitation, and the USDA Plant Hardiness Zones.
b. Soil conditions such as pH, salinity, fertility level, flooding and ponding, and drainage class.
c. Resistance to disease and pests common to the area.
2. Select forage species based on the intended use, level of management, realistic yield estimates, maturity stage, and compatibility with other species.
3. Only certified seed will be used.  Seed tags or other documentation of seed quality must be provided.
4. Drills, no-till drill seeders, broadcast seeders, or aerial seeding may be used.  Follow recommendations for planting rates, methods and planting dates obtained from the plant materials program, land grant and research institutions, or extension agencies  Broadcast or aerial seeding rates must be increased 1.5 to 2 times the drill seeding rate.
5. Legume seed must be inoculated with the appropriate nitrogen-fixing bacteria (Rhizobia) or an inoculated legume crop has been grown on the planned area within the last 5 years. 
a. Note:  if the soil, prior to planting the legume, has 50 or greater pounds of residual nitrate nitrogen (NO3-N) then inoculation is not beneficial and therefore not required (although still recommended).   This must be verified with a soil test taken within one month prior to planting the legume.
6. Nutrient requirements and weed management must be part of the planting plan.
7. Exclude livestock until the plants are well established.


Forage and Biomass Planting Plan

List selected species and required information in the table below.  Species may be selected from a University, Agency or other peer reviewed publication. The e-FOTG folder for this practice also contains an approved spreadsheet that can be useful for calculating seeding rates.

Planting rates of each species planted, based on pure live seed (PLS) and purposes of the planting, will be listed in the table below.  

	Species
	Planting Method
	Planting Rate (lbs./ac) PLS Basis
	Planting Depth (in)
	Planting Date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




List other practice requirements, in text box below, based on the selected purpose for this practice.












Documentation of Additional Criteria (as applicable)

To Reduce Soil Erosion
· Predicted sheet/rill and/or wind erosion must be reduced by the planting and documented by RUSLE2 and/or WEPS printouts. 
· If any part of the above planned information changes during actual implementation of the practice, attach revised printouts “as implemented”.  

To Improve or Maintain Livestock Nutrition and/or Health
· Use forage species that will meet the desired level of nutrition (quantity and quality) for the kind and class of the livestock to be fed.  Attach documentation of benchmark and planned forage nutritional quality.
· Forage species planted as mixtures must have similar palatability to avoid selective grazing.

To Provide or Increase Forage Supply
· Select plants that will help meet livestock forage demand during times that normal farm/ranch forage production are not adequate.  Determine the required amount using an approved forage-livestock balance procedure.  Attach documentation.

To Improve Soil and Water Quality
· Soil Quality.  An evaluation of the system using the current approved soil conditioning index (SCI) procedure (RUSLE2 and/or WEPS) must result in a positive SCI that improves with the implementation of this practice.  
· Water Quality, Sediment.  An evaluation of the system using RUSLE2 and/or the irrigation-induced erosion worksheet must document a reduction in soil loss from the field.


Additional Information

If NRCS financial assistance is provided, you must comply with all practice design requirements and criteria. NRCS will meet with you to determine if any adjustments are needed in the practice design, implementation, and operation and maintenance. Contact NRCS if additional adjustments are needed due to unusual circumstances to make changes to these specifications.


Operation & Maintenance

1. Inspect and calibrate equipment prior to use. Continually monitor during planting to insure proper rate, distribution and depth of planting material is maintained.
2. Monitor new plantings for water stress.  Depending on the severity of drought, water stress may require reducing weeds, early harvest of any companion crops, irrigating when possible, or replanting failed stands.
3. Evaluate the planting to determine if it is meeting the planned purpose(s).  

Required Producer Records
Species planted, planting rate, planting date, planting method and depth planted.

Design Authority
Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     


Practice Certification
[bookmark: _GoBack]This practice and the supporting documentation have been reviewed and comply with all the provisions and requirements of this jobsheet .  I have made an on-site inspection of the practice location (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the practice as implemented meets the practice purpose(s) and criteria.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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