USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service
Conservation Practice job sheet 
ARIZONA
RANGE PLANTING
(Acre)
Practice Code 550
Lifespan: 5 years


428A  -  Practice Specification  MAKE SURE YOU MODIFY THIS FOR EACH PRATICE

NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV	Page 1	 NRCS, Arizona
September, 2002
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV	Page 2 of 6				NRCS, AZ
February, 2002
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV
550- Job  sheet	Page 2 of 6	 NRCS, Arizona
	May-2012
Cooperator 		
Conservation District  	
Land Unit(s)		
Practice Amount	
Design Date:		
Field Office:		 
Program:		
County:			


Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of these specifications, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.  
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice shown above.

Accepted by: 
Date: 


Purpose (Check those that apply):
· Restore a plant community similar to the Ecological Site Description reference state for the site or the desired plant community.				
· Provide or improve forages for livestock.			
· Provide or improve forage, browse or cover for wildlife. 	
· Reduce erosion by wind and/or water.
· Improve water quality and quantity.
· Increase carbon sequestration.

Seedbed Preparation (check those applications needed prior to seeding):
For specific guidance on each of the following techniques refer to “Arizona guide for seed establishment techniques and seeding specifications”
· Establishment of nurse crop for dead litter cover & direct drilling into stubble
· Chemical control of perennial weeds follow by direct drilling into dead vegetated material
· Mechanical Control of perennial weeds by undercutting with a sweep or other suitable machinery
· Brush management in accordance with 314- Brush management specifications
· Mechanical treatment to improve moisture conditions such as, basin pits, pitting, contour stripping, contour furrowing, contour listing, imprinting, etc. 				
·  Controlled burning (refer to  Prescribed Burning -338 practice standard and specification)			
· Increase storage of moisture by Fallowing, or using one or more of the following alternatives:
· Established tilled strips on the contour and apply mulch
· Maintain weed-free seed bed 9-18 months before planting
· Use deep furrow or semi-deep furrow drills and drill into moist soil

 (
Enter any other specific treatment for site preparation not listed above
:
)



Seeding Methods (check those that applied)
Use of certified “Noxious Weed Free” seed at appropriate Pure Live Seed (PLS)rates, hay and mulch (where applicable) is  required. 
· Rangeland-type drill								
· Broadcast seeding
· Hay mulch seeding
· Hydroseeding (where applicable)

Seed Mixture
To determine appropriate species and seeding rates, follow general species representation in Ecological Site Descriptions for your site. Also of consideration is the condition of the site prior to planting. A severely degraded site may have better success if species representation is altered to reflect greater numbers of pioneer species and fewer climax species. 
The following species of certified “Noxious Weed Free” materials will be planted at the following rates:

Plant Materials Selection and Information: 
Table1.-Seeding Worksheet1
	Species & variety
	% of Mix
	PLS  (lbs per acre) for pure stand*
	Total Planned Area (Ac). 
	Total  PLS (lbs/species)
Needed*
	Seeding
Method
	Depth (in)
	Seeding 
Date
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	For specific guidance on seeding refer to “Arizona guide for seed establishment techniques and seeding specifications”
NOTE:  Seeding rate is based on 25 PLS per square foot.  Plan 1.5 to 2 times this rate for broadcast seeding 





Table 2
Vegetative Planting Worksheet
	Species
	Type of Planting Material*
	Number Planted per acre
	Total
Acres
	Total  Plant materials
Needed
	Planting 
Date

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	


* Stolons, rhizomes, etc.

List any other additional criteria for a specific purpose if not listed above:









Special Handling Considerations
 (
List any additional seed handling considerations, such as beards or awns on seed, hard seed coats, seed mixture ratios, inoculums for legumes species, and/or vegetative materials for best results
:
)     









Operation and Maintenance Requirements
Control of livestock grazing: All newly seeded areas will be deferred from all grazing by domestic livestock from date of planting to the end of the second growing season or later, if necessary, to allow for stand establishment.  Grazing may be permitted during the dormant period between the growing seasons, if plants are well rooted.  Following the establishment period, grazing use will be in accordance with the Prescribed Grazing specifications.
Weed Control: Control competition as needed by mowing, shredding or with chemicals.  If chemicals are used, follow all warnings and instructions as listed on the label.
Rodent and/or Insect Control: Where rodents or insects cause excessive damage to seeded areas, appropriate methods to control them will be used. Contact the appropriate state or federal agencies as appropriate.
Other: Any necessary replanting due to drought, insects or other uncontrollable event which prevented adequate stand establishment should be addressed.  Recommendations may vary from complete re-establishment to over-seeding or spot replanting.  Thin stands may only need additional grazing deferment during the growing season.

BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE
This practice is considered applied based on a field evaluation to determine that the prescribed rate of seeds or plants has been applied



Design Authority

Design By:				
Approval Authority:	
Reviewed/Approved By		
Approval Authority:	


 
Practice Certification
The acceptability of this work has been determined by inspections to check compliance with all the provisions of this specification with respect to the drawings and the minimum installation requirements. 
I have made an onsite inspection of the site (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to these practice specifications.

Field Check By:					
Approval Authority:	
Date:			
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	
Date: 1			
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