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Cooperator Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that:
1. I have received a copy of these specifications, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.  
1. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.

Accepted by
Date

Purpose:
[bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Burrowing Owl Population Targeted: 	|_|   Passive  |_|   Active (relocated owls)  
Describe circumstances: _______________________________________________________
Owl Burrows:  ______ (Number) One burrow is shown in the side view drawing below. Up to 16 Burrows can be combined in one trench.  Multiply number of burrows by amount/burrow for total amount. 
Materials: 
		ITEM                               AMOUNT / BURROW	              TOTAL AMOUNT
	5 gal Plastic Bucket
	1
	 

	1/2” Rebar   
	24” 
	

	16 ga Galvanized Wire
	24” 
	

	12” Plastic Tie-wrap
	4
	

	18” x 12” ¼ Steel Hardware Cloth
	1
	

	Duct Tape
	4’
	

	Spray Paint for Exposed PVC
	1
	

	 6”  Black PVC or PE
	5’
	

	 4” Perforated Drain Tube
	16’
	

	12’ by 12’ Plastic Drop Cloth
	2
	

	1” X 2”  For Perch
	5’
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4” Perforated Flexible Drain Pipe
Burrowing 
Owl 
Burrow Structure
 Side View - NTS
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TOP VIEW
NTS
Typical layout of burrow cluster with 4 burrows. Clusters can have as many as 16 burrows. A minimum of 2 burrows will be installed per site with a connector.  For every 4 burrows, 2 will be connected, 2 unconnected.
12” Connector 
Plastic Tie or Paint at 3
rd
 corrugation
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4” Perforated, Corrugated Drain Tubing
16 ga Wire to Secure Rebar to PVC
6” PVC or PE
Rocks Piled at Entrance 
Foam Sealant
Steel Mesh around 4” tube
3” Above Ground
BURROW ENTRANCE
 DETAIL NTS
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”Rebar Anchor Located 24” From Entrance (Drill Holes in PVC to Accommodate)
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ROADBANK BURROWS
Cross Section NTS
Bucket locations must be above HWL of ditch or potential flooding areas
4’ Min
)


 CONSTRUCTION NOTES
· Initial site selection will be as directed by NRCS biologist; after training, the field staff can determine burrow sites.
· Sixteen feet of 4” perforated drain tubing is listed in materials to accommodate 12” connectors between buckets and for shaping within the trench.
· Cut 5” hole into top edge of bucket for insertion of drain tube; place plastic tie-wrap at third corrugation of tubing to indicate depth to insert tube into the bucket.
· Initial backfill will be placed by hand tools to prevent shifting of buckets and tubing, and to prevent crushing of tubes and bucket.
· Cap end of 4” tubing above ground with duct tape until release of owls. Also use duct tape to secure mesh during foam sealant application.
· Install owl perch 2’ from the burrow entrance using a vertical 4’ section of 1” x 2” and a horizontal 12” section at the top.  The expanding foam seals the steel mesh to the tubing and blocks the space between the PVC and tubing to prevent access by non-target species.
· Plastic tie at the 3rd corrugation indicates the tubing is placed at correct position while backfilling.  Place plastic drop cloth over tubing before backfill.
· Burrows install in road embankments require additional consultation with NRCS biologist for placement criteria.

Operation and Maintenance
This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 5 years. 
Specific operation and maintenance activities required:  NO PLOWING WITHIN 20’ OF BURROW OPENINGS; _MAINTAIN ROCK PILES AND PERCH STICKS.__________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Monitoring
Periodic monitoring of this practice is essential to determine if wildlife habitat goals are met and if modifications are needed.  Landuser should record observations of use of owl burrows by wildlife species and note preference by type, size and material. Check periodically for damage caused to the burrow tubes by dogs or predators. 





Design Authority

Design By		     			
Approval Authority	     
Reviewed/Approved By	     			
Approval Authority	     
 
Practice Certification

The acceptability of this work has been determined by inspections to check compliance with all the provisions of this specification with respect to the drawings and the minimum installation requirements. 
I have made an on site inspection of the site (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to these practice specifications.

Field Check By					
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
Practice Certified By				
Approval Authority	     
Date			     
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