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USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

STRUCTURE FOR WILDLIFE – RAPTOR POLE
(units)

CODE NO. 649
LIFESPAN: 5 Years

Cooperator 

                                                        
Conservation District       
Land Unit

     
Practice Acres

     

Date

     
Field Office
     
Program
     
County

     

Cooperator Acknowledgement

I acknowledge that:

1. I have received a copy of these specifications, including any attachments, and that I understand the contents, and the requirements for installation of this practice.  

2. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance for the life of the practice. For federally funded practices, this practice must be maintained for the expected life of the practice.


Accepted by

Date

Raptor Species Targeted 
Raptor Poles

________poles will be constructed and maintained to improve wildlife habitat at the following locations as shown on practice location map: _________________________________________

General Specifications

All perches shall be placed with the horizontal axis pointing east-west to avoid instability due to wind direction and changing visibility due to sun and moonlight.

For federally funded practices, no changes are to be made in the specifications, design, or drawings without prior approval of NRCS. Used materials must be approved by NRCS prior to installation. It shall be the responsibility of the owner to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to this installation. NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities or facilities. The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes with due regards to the safety of all persons and property. The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance.

Building a Perch
Option 1- Poles shall be constructed of 1 ½” minimum diameter, 1/8” minimum wall thickness, galvanized or painted steel pipe, 18 feet long minimum.  Set the pipe 3 feet deep in the ground with hole diameter 3x pole diameter.  For each additional foot of height, add 2” depth.  Fill hole with concrete and mound above ground surface. Attach an 18” x 2” x 2” rounded edge wood block to the top of the pole as the perch. See drawing below.
Option 2- Poles shall be telephone pole or minimum of 4” diameter wood pole.  Set the pole 3 feet deep in the ground with hole diameter 3x pole diameter.  For each additional foot of height, add 3” depth. Fill hole with concrete and mound above ground surface. Attach an 18” x 2” x 2” rounded edge wood block as the perch using min of 2 lag bolts or brackets. See drawing below.
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Operation and Maintenance
This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 5 years. 

Specific operation and maintenance activities required: Inspect annually, replace perch if cracked or damaged, repair any damage to poles, repaint if needed, and ensure that pole is still solid in the concrete.  Replace concrete if damaged or pole has movement.
Monitoring

Periodic monitoring of this practice is essential to determine if wildlife habitat goals are met and if modifications are needed.  Landuser is encouraged to record observations of use of raptor poles by wildlife species and note preference by location.
Design Authority

Design By


     





Date
     
Approval Authority

     
Reviewed/Approved By
     





Date
     
Approval Authority

     
Practice Certification

The acceptability of this work has been determined by inspections to check compliance with all the provisions of this specification with respect to the drawings and the minimum installation requirements. 

I have made an on-site inspection of the site (or I am accepting owner/contractor documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to these practice specifications.

Field Check By

     




Approval Authority

     





Date
     
Practice Certified By





Approval Authority

     





Date
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    Height15’Min





1 ½”” THREADED SLEEVE IF NEEDED





8’ MIN SECTION OF 1 ½” Min GALVANIZED OR PAINTED STEEL PIPE





Depth 3’Min 





FLOOR-TYPE FLANGE WITH 1 ½” THREADS 








18” x 2´x 2´ WOOD BLOCK





.  CONCRETE 








OPTION1








10’ section of 1 ½” Galvanized or painted Steel Pipe











18’MIN SECTION OF 4” WOOD POLE OR


 TELEPHONE POLE





18” x 2´x 2´ 


WOOD BLOCK 





CONCRETE 





OPTION 2








Depth 3’Min 





    Height15’Min
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