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1. SCOPE
The work shall consist of manipulation of species composition, stand structure and stocking by cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation.
4.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A.  Start thinning operations in ponderosa pine at about twenty years of age. The first merchantable product of ponderosa pine in most areas at present is a saw-log. The minimum-sized tree for a saw log is 10" dbh. Because the costs of thinning need to be cur​tailed, only one thinning operation can be considered before the stand of ponderosa pine reaches merchantability. The thinning practice is based upon one operation in tree sizes of average stand diameter from 2-10” dbh.

B.   Spacing distance is based upon maintaining a level of basal area that will eliminate competition until the stand reaches merchantable size. The calculations are also based on the assumption that the rate of diameter growth will be increased 100 percent or more.

C.   Favor leaving trees of superior form and vigor, rather than trying to achieve exact spacing. For example: Assume desired spacing is 14'; some left trees may actually be 12' apart and others may be 15' apart, etc.

The following chart lists recommended thinning spacing guides for stands of ponderosa pine by site indexes:

	Site Index
	No. of trees per acre to leave at any age up to 10” dbh
	Average spacing distance between left trees (ft.)
	Space per tree remaining (sq ft)

	60
	212
	14
	205

	70
	236
	14
	184

	80
	260
	13
	168

	90
	304
	12
	143

	100
	328
	10
	133


D.  Stump heights shall be held to a minimum (less than 1 foot) and al: cut trees will be limbed full length of the trunk and brush scatter so they will lie close to the ground. Usable material for fence posts and other round woods should be salvaged, if possible.

E.  Where the object is to enhance natural beauty, the thinning will b done to avoid appearance of even space and spacing will be based of aesthetics and desires of the landowner. Clearing of brush and burning in safe locations is to be encouraged, rather than lopping and scattering.

F.  Juniper and Pinyon Pine:

(a)  Favor thinning for the species desired.

(b) Thin reproduction and immature classes.

(c) Space remaining trees to an average D+15 (The average diameter in inches of a one-foot stump, changed to feet plus 15 feet).

Example: 3" diameter stump plus 15 feet equals 18-foot spacing.
G. General Rules:
(a) Leave healthy, full-crowned, well-formed trees.

(b) Remove trees in the following categories: Crooked, dead or dying, diseased and injured.

(c) To avoid ipse beetle damage, do not thin during the period March 1 to September 1.

(d) Thin the highest site classes first.
5.  Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements


6.  Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

7.  Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
8.
Operation and Maintenance

Periodic inspections during and after treatment activities are necessary to ensure that purposes are achieved and resource damage is minimized, e.g., assessment of insects, disease and other pests, storm damage, and damage by trespass. The results of inspections shall determine the need for additional treatment under this practice.  

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation


I have reviewed the plans and specifications. I accept and approve them for the installation of this project.

Landowner or Operator 

Date 
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