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On February 3, 1999, President Clinton signed an Executive Order (EO) which directs federal agencies to expand and coordinate efforts to combat the introduction and spread of non-native plant and animal species.  Three definitions contained within the EO are important from the standpoint of understanding the potential implications to NRCS.

· “Alien species” means, with respect to a particular ecosystem, any species that is not native to that ecosystem.  Native species to the United States could be regarded as aliens if introduced into ecosystems in which they are not native.  Non-native species will be viewed as potential invasive species until it is proven that they are not.

· “Invasive species” is an alien species whose presence does or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.

· “Native species” means, with respect to a particular ecosystem, a species that, other than as a result of an introduction, historically occurred or currently occurs in that ecosystem.

Each Federal agency whose actions may affect the status of invasive species shall, to the extent practicable and permitted by law, be subject to the availability of appropriations, and within Administration budgetary limits, use relevant programs and authorities to:

· Prevent the introduction of invasive species.

· Detect and respond rapidly to and control populations of such species in a cost-effective and environmentally sound manner.

· Monitor invasive species populations accurately and reliably.

· Provide for restoration of native species and habitat conditions in ecosystems that have been invaded.

· Conduct research on invasive species and develop technologies to prevent introduction and provide for environmentally sound control of invasive species.

· Promote public education on invasive species and the means to address them.

· Not authorize, fund, or carry out actions that it believes are likely to cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United States or elsewhere.  Unless, pursuant to guidelines that it has prescribed, the agency has determined and made public its determination that the benefits of such actions clearly outweigh the potential harm caused by invasive species.  Given all feasible and prudent measures to minimize risk of harm will be taken in conjunction with the actions.

An Executive Branch Invasive Species Council was formed to oversee implementation of the EO, and the Council was assigned the task of developing an Invasive Species Management Plan and associated guidelines.  The plan was finalized in January 2001 and contains action items and timelines for 9 key categories of implementation: Leadership and Coordination, Prevention, Early Detection and Rapid Response, Control and Management, Restoration, International Cooperation, Research, Information Management and Education and Public Awareness.  USDA and NRCS have responsibilities and action items for many of these categories.  Implementation has already begun, and will continue for next several years.  The entire Management Plan can be viewed and downloaded at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/council/mp.pdf.

Meanwhile, understand that changes in some of our NRCS FOTG seeding and planting recommendations may occur in the future, as well as with our Plant Materials Program.  NRCS must be cautious in recommending introduced (non-native) species and establishing natives in ecosystems where they didn’t exist before.  For now, proceed as you have in the past, but recommendations should emphasize using species native to the ecosystems you are working in.  As policy and procedures are issued/revised, this guidance document will be updated.  Contact the appropriate RST Rangeland Management Specialists, RST Biologists, and the State Environmental Coordinator for assistance  should you have any questions.
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