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Natural Resources Conservation Service
(add Field Office address)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 2		March 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]VIA CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Name
Address
City, State, Zip							Date:

Dear (add producer name):

The XXX Field Office received your request for reconsideration and a field visit on [enter date].  John Doe, NRCS Specialist from the XXX office, contacted you and made an appointment to meet with you on site to discuss the facts relating to the preliminary technical decision that field X in tract XXX was designated as HEL (highly erodible land). John met with you on the agreed-to date of xx / xx / xxxx when you both went to the field to verify if the correct HEL designations were used and if the associated acreage of each soil map unit was applied.  The acreage of the field totaled 85 acres. The following chart shows the findings in the field:

		Map Unit	Designation	Acreage
	 	       GbA	HEL	60
         	       VuA	NHEL	10
         	       TxA	NHEL	15

The designation above identifies the map unit classification documented in the frozen soils list that was developed according to regulations and in place as of January 1, 1990 (ref. NFSAM 510.0).  The acreage of each map unit within the field was reviewed and recalculated using special digital analysis.  According to the NFSAM, a field is determined to be HEL when highly erodible map units within a field constitute 33.33 percent or more of the acreage within the field OR the total acreage of highly erodible map units is 50 acres or greater (ref. NFSAM  511.11 C). The field review showed that, based on the findings, that field X was HEL since the HEL map unit comprised at least 50 acres within the field (or show calculations using the 1/3 rule). 

Final Technical Determination  
Based on the findings in the field, the final technical determination is that field number X in tract XXX is, in fact, HEL.  We have attached an aerial photo showing the field in question along with the designated map unit locations.  

If you disagree with this final technical determination you have the right to appeal.  To appeal the final technical determination, you must do so in writing within 30 days of receipt of this notice.  The following are your appeal rights:





Appeal Rights

1. Informal Appeal to the (enter county name) County Farm Service Agency (FSA) Committee.  Request for FSA COC review must be made in writing not later than 30 days from the date of this notice.  Appeals of the NRCS final technical determination to the FSA COC are governed by the regulation at 7 C FR 780.11 which provides the following:

(b)  “If the county committee hears the appeal and believes that the challenge to the NRCS determination is not frivolous, the county committee shall refer the case to the NRCS State Conservationist to review the determination, or may make such as referral in advance of resolving other issues.”
	OR

2. Formal appeal to the National Appeals Division (NAD).  Requests for formal appeal by NAD must be made in writing not later than 30 days from the date of this notice that the final technical determination was issued.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
National Appeals Division 
Western Regional Office
755 Parfet Street Suite 494 
Lakewood, Colorado 80215-5506 
Phone: 1-800-541-0483 
             (303) 236-2862 
TTY:     1-800-497-0253 
Fax:       (303) 236-2820


If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (add field office phone number).


Sincerely,


_________________________.
State  Conservationist, Arizona

Attachments: Aerial photo, NRCS-CPA-026
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