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CS-AZ-20
Construction Specification 
CS-AZ-20	Land Leveling

1 Scope
The work shall consist of excavating, transporting, and spreading earth materials on fields designated for reshaping and/or leveling.

2	Materials
The earth materials used for fill shall be obtained from areas within the field marked by cut stakes or designated borrow areas. Fill material shall not contain heavy sod, brush, frozen soil or other foreign material.

3	Site Preparation
All land to be reshaped and/or leveled shall be cleared of brush, excessive crop residue, trash, and live vegetative material prior to leveling.

All trash and brush materials shall be disposed of in areas outside the work limits and in a manner as approved by the cooperator in accordance with local laws. Crop residue and vegetative materials may be disposed of within the work limits as approved by the NRCS technical representative.

4	Construction
The NRCS technical representative will approve or disapprove the plan for leveling based on the survey work completed on that field. Any changes to that plan must be approved by NRCS.

The land shall be leveled to the designated grade or grades as shown on the drawings and/or as indicated by the cut and fill stakes in the field. All leveling work shall be finished according to the design. Finished grades shall not vary by more than 0.1 feet above or below grade.

Fills of more than 6 inches shall be built up by spreading the soil in successive layers.

Leveling operations shall not be performed when soil moisture conditions will result in excessive compaction of the field surface.

The finished leveling work must not result in exposed areas of highly permeable materials that can inhibit proper distribution of water over the field.

Reverse grades in the direction of irrigation are not permitted.

Cut and fill stakes shall be maintained until a final check of the land surface grade or grades has been made. Windrows or islands of earth shall be left at the stakes until the final check is complete. Minimum width of the windrow or island shall be 2 feet. After the final check, the windrow or islands of earth shall be removed and spread for the finished grade.

4	Items of work and construction details

 Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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