CONTROL OF WATERWEEDS

IN FISHPONDS

About 100 kinds of plants, sometimes called “waterweeds”, commonly grow in ponds where fishing is a desired objective.  No section of the United States is free of waterweed problems.  One or several kinds of plants will invade your pond unless you manage the water to control or prevent their growth.

You do not need to identify and know every plant by common or scientific name.  The way they grow separates most of them into seven recognizable groups:  

(1) microscopic algae

(2) filamentous algae

(3) floating plants

(4) submersed waterweeds

(5) rooted plants with floating leaves

(6) marsh plants

(7) shrubs and trees

All of these plants either interfere with fishing, swimming, and boating; protect mosquito larvae from small fish, and the small fish from the big fish which should eat them; prevent the growth of desirable microscopic algae that is the best basic plant-life in choice fish-ponds; or cause oxygen deficiencies and other chemical conditions that are often lethal to fish.  So “waterweed control” is one of the most important needs in good fishpond management.

Chemical herbicides, as everyone knows, are available and capable of killing all kinds of waterweeds.  Chemical control, however, is expensive and temporary, as applications must be repeated once or more every year.  Furthermore, the chemical herbicides do not materially increase the pounds of fish that a pond will produce.  Let’s try better, more profitable methods.

Prevention and control of waterweeds begin with design and construction of ponds.  Deepening the pond edges to 2 or 3 feet, and filling in adjacent marshy spots, reduces the area in which march plants can grow.  Shrubs and trees should be removed from the pond area.

Pond fertilization

Pond fertilization is the most successful and profitable way to control most waterweeds in a pond.  Highly fertile water grows millions of microscopic algae – about 1 tablespoon per gallon of water.  This multitude of tiny plants shades the pond bottom from sunlight, thereby destroying existing plants and preventing germination of waterweed seeds.  (Muddy water or black dyes will do the same thing, but do not grow foods for the fish).

Western states generally are not familiar with the practice of pond fertilization, having had little experience in “how to do it”.  Nevertheless, this method of higher fish production and waterweed control is possible in most manageable ponds.  See NRCS plant sheet “algae” that explains the use of fertilizers to control waterweeds.
