Canada Goose

Habitat Management

in Nevada

The Canada Goose is the best known the most prized trophy of our waterfowl.  In Nevada Canada geese are found as residents and migrants throughout the wetland areas with the largest concentrations occurring in the western portion of the state.  The Nevada harvest of Canada geese runs into the thousands each fall.

LIFE HISTORY

The female Canada goose incubates five or six creamy white eggs.  The gander assists with rearing the brood.  Canada geese are known for their wariness and are strongly family-oriented.

HABITAT NEEDS

Food – Geese, differing from some waterfowl species, prefer to feed on land rather than in water.  They are primarily grazers of succulent green forage but also feed heavily on grain when it is available.  Landowners wishing to attract Canada geese should plant, establish, or make naturally available one or more preferred food in close proximity to wetland areas.

Preferred foods include alfalfa, barley, barnyardgrass, bluegrass, clovers, corn. Fescue, millets, pondweed, rye, saltgrass, spike-rush, wheat, and widgeongrass,  Other foods eaten are bromegrass, bulrush, cattail, glasswort, oats, and smartweeds.

Cover – Canada geese are associated with a water environment, whether it be stream, lake, or marsh.  They seek refuge on large bodies of water during the hunting seasons and fly to neighboring fields to feed.  Canada geese nest on islands in rivers and lakes or in other reasonably safe areas such as in trees or rocky cliffsides.  Ground nests can be found in grass, weeds, brush or sometimes on rocks.

HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

On marshlands goose forage can be provided through controlled burning.  Burn marsh in strip patterns, alternating areas every other year.  Begin early in the fall and continue burning small plots every two or three weeks until mid-winter.  This practice is especially beneficial on sites dominated by saltgrass and other perennials.

Inexpensive artificial nesting structures can be constructed and installed on islands, trees, or dikes for improving nesting conditions.  For additional information, contact the local office of the Nevada Fish and Game Department.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Goose hunting in any one field should be limited to a maximum of two days per week.

Geese may cause depredation problems in fields newly planted to hay or grain.  Contact the local Fish and Game Department representative or the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife game management agent for assistance with control measures.

