MALLARD

The Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) commonly called greenhead, is probably the best known of all our ducks, largely because of its wide distribution, large size, and excellent reputation as a table delicacy.  The mallard is one of the most common nesting ducks found in Arizona and Nevada and many local flocks are joined each fall by large migrations from northern areas.  The drakes are easily identified by their green head and white neckband.

Habitat Needs  
Water:  Water is an essential and highly attractive element to all kinds of ducks.  Mallards and the eight other species of ducks known as “dabblers” or “surface-feeders” (as separated from “diving” ducks), prefer shallow ponds, lakes and flooded fields.  Mallards utilize water for drinking, resting, loafing, mating, nesting, rearing of young, and feeding.

Food – Mallards prefer to feed by “dabbling” in shallow water.  They can reach 15 or 16 inches deep without submerging completely.  They often, however, fly several miles to upland fields where cultivated grains, particularly barley, buckwheat, corn, millet, oats, sorghum, and wheat are available.  The most dependable method of attracting ducks to a place is to grow a crop of barley, buckwheat, bulrush, corn, millet, or smartweed that can be flooded one to fifteen inches deep during the fall and winter.  This generally requires a low dike and suitable water control structure.

Natural foods that are most attractive are arrowhead, barnyardgrass, bulrush, pondweeds, and smartweed.  Mallard broods feed heavily on aquatic insects during their first summer.

Cover – Ducks require no special vegetative cover, except during the seasons of nesting, rearing broods, and adult moult.

Courting, pairing, and mating habitat (mid-minter and early-spring, befoare nesting activities).  Requires little or no vegetative cover, as these activities are generally performed on small open water areas with bare shorelines.  The final mating habitat, defended as a “territory” by the male, usually is one or several small, shallow, open-water ponds (usually temporary runoff-type) in fields, pastures, or marshy lands.  Water depths of such ponds generally are less than six inches and may disappear within 10-14 days.

Nesting habits and habitat (about March and April).  Mallards nest on the ground, usually within 100 yards of water, but sometimes as far as a mile away.  In medium height vegetation such as alfalfa, rivergrass, redtop, and other grasses.  The hen selects the nesting site, lays an average “clutch” of 8-10 eggs, which incubate in 26 days after the last egg is laid.

Habitat for rearing the broods (May to early September).  Immediately after hatching, the hen and her ducklings move from the nest to a water area, three or more feet deep, surrounded by or interspersed with marsh plants such as bulrushes, sedges, cattails, and aquatic plants.

Loafing sites – Mallards spend a great deal of their time loafing, sunning, or preening themselves on mud flats, knolls or small islands.  Water areas can be made more attractive to mallards and other ducks by supplementing or creating loafing sites with floating logs, rafts, or bales of hay or straw.

Soil & Water Conservation Practices of Benefit to Mallards

Wildlife Wetland Development (644) includes several methods by which wet soil and water areas can be developed to produce better habitat, more high quality food, and more attractive water conditions for mallards.

Wildlife Wetland Preservation (646) provides for the retention of existing water areas without any significant improvement of habitat.

Structure for Water Control (587) Provides means to flood, remove, or otherwise manage water levels on duck food or habitat areas.

Wildlife Habitat Development (645) and Wildlife Habitat Preservation (643) include ways to maintain and improve nesting areas and food plantings on upland sites for ducks.

Range Proper Use (528) and Pasture and Hayland Management (510) provide nesting cover for ducks when range or pasture is adjacent to breeding and courting water areas.

Farm Ponds (378) create water areas of value to ducks for breeding, courting, and raising broods.

Hunting

Reaction of mallards to hunting varies from one area to another.  Even in the presence of choice foods, mallards can be driven away from feeding areas if shooting pressure is excessive.  For best results, duck fields should be shot more often than three times a week, with shooting confined to two or three hours, either morning or afternoon.

