Permanently Saving Soil Data Viewer Layers 
For Customer Service Toolkit
All thematic soil map layers created using Soil Data Viewer are temporary files.  Once the user exits the ArcMap project, these temporary map layers are automatically deleted. 
Simply saving a Soil Data Viewer layer as a shape file without following this procedure will result in the related map legend symbology being lost, and any values that were originally “null” will erroneously be interpreted as zero when that data is loaded back into ArcMap.  This interpretation of nulls as zero in a shape file is a known problem with ArcGIS.  

This document describes a method for permanently saving these map layers for toolkit use in a way that will preserve the related map legend symbology and attribute table, verbatim. 
Create a soil interpretation/property layer for the land unit area if not already done.
The interpretation layer used in this example will be “Dwellings and Basements”.   
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Change the layer symbolization, if needed, to personal preferences by using the Layer Properties “Symbology” tab.
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Once you are confident that the layer should be saved permanently in the ArcMap document and/or the customer folder, perform the following steps:
1. Save the temporary layer as a permanent layer.

a. Right-click on the interpretation/property layer name in the ArcMap legend and, from the pop-up, menu select “Data” ( “Export Data”.

b. In the Export Data window choose the following options:

i. Export: “All Features”
ii. Use coordinate system: “this layer’s source data”

iii. Output shapefile: “same_as_layername” in “Resource_Maps” folder.
iv. Select “OK” to continue.

c. When asked to add the data to the map, select “Yes”.

The saved “permanent” soil layer will appear in the ArcMap document, but will only be symbolized by one color.

2. Symbolize the newly added layer using the old temporary layer.
a. Right-click the new single-color layer name and choose “Properties” from the pop-up menu.
b. In the Layer Properties window, select the “Symbology” tab and click on the “Import” button.

c. In the Import Symbology window, select the following options:

i. “Import symbology definition from another layer…”

ii. Layer: Use down arrow to select the temporary layer containing the preferred legend, ex: “Dwellings with Basements”.

iii. Import “Complete symbology definition”. [image: image4.emf]


d. Select “OK”.

e. Select “OK” in the next pop-up window.

f. Select “OK” in the Layer Properties window.

The new permanent layer will contain the legend scheme of the previous layer and the previous layer may now be removed from the ArcMap document.
3. Save a legend layer file (.LYR) for the new theme so that other ArcMap users can load the same legend with this theme, if needed.  (This step is optional)

a. Right-click the new layer name and choose “Save As Layer File…”
b. In the Save Layer window navigate to your Resource Maps folder and name the file the same as the layer name used in step #1, but with a .lyr extension.  (The .lyr extension will be added automatically if you forget.)

c. Select “OK”.

This saves a .lyr layer so that anyone wishing to add the same theme to an ArcMap document needs only to add the .lyr file and the soil layer will be added with the color scheme. 
