Band-Tailed Pigeons

In Arizona

LIFE HISTORY

Order                  -  Columbiformes

Family                -  Columbidae

Genus                 -  Columba
Species               -  Fasciata
There are several races and/or subspecies of the band-tailed pigeon.  Most differences are color and primary feather length.  Band-tailed pigeons resemble rock doves (domestic pigeons) which are in the same genus.  Concentration areas in Arizona are:

1. Chiricahua Mountains

2. Santa Rita and Canelo Hills area

3. Mount Graham area

4. Mount Lemmon area

5. Apache National Forest – Alpine area

6. Sierra Ancha – Tonto Basin

7. 7. Oak Creek Canyon – Williams area

8. Kaibab Plateau


The band-tailed pigeon is found throughout MLRA’s D-41, D-42, and D-39, and as stragglers in D-36.  They are frequently encountered in oak-woodland and pinyon-juniper transition areas.  Band-tailed pigeons pair after courtship rituals and establish nesting territories.  The male selects the nest site.  Nest is usually a poorly constructed platform similar to mourning dove.  It is built by the female in a tree limb crotch about 8-30 feet from the ground.  Arizona band-tailed pigeons breed at or around 6,000 feet in elevation.  One egg is laid per clutch.  Both parents brood the hatchling.  Incubation period is 18 to 20 days.  The hatchling will leave the nest in 26-30 days.  Young birds may breed the same year they are hatched.  Arizona band-tailed pigeons summer in the higher elevatiaons and migrate to low elevations during cold weather.  Daily movement is confined to flying from food to roosts.  Arizona population as of 1969 – 150,000 birds.  Ratio of males to females is 92 males per 100 females.

Feeding habits – Food is the main controlling factor in distribution of the species.  The birds tend to flock when feeding during nesting period.  When birds feed, individuals at the rear of the flock move to the front of the flock; this rotation continues until they reach the end of a grove or field.

Foods – Acorns are preferred food.  The following are also good foods:

1. Juniper buds


 7.  Black locust seed

2. Madrone fruit


 8.  Buds of oak

3. Lupine



 9.  Peas

4. Manzanita berries


10.  Barley

5. Clover seed


11.  Sorghum

6. Lotus seed



12.  Spruce cones (tender, immature)

Pigeons are preyed on by horned owls, peregrine falcons, sharp-shinned hawk, and coopers hawk.

Management Considerations

Selective clear cutting in small blocks is favorable for pigeons and produces more food.  Maintenance of forest strips along waterways and encouragement of spruce groves are favorable.  Leaving shrubs and trees around springs encourages use of these areas.  Preservation of all oak over 8” diameter at breast height (d.b.h.) will provide acorn production for pigeons.  Plantings of oats, wheat, barley, field peas, cherries, and crabapples in plots on irrigated farmlands will provide food and cover for the birds.
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