STATEMENT OF WORK

Prescribed Grazing 
(Code 528)
Arizona

These deliverables apply to this individual practice. For other planned practice deliverables refer to those specific Statements of Work
DESIGN

Deliverables:

1. The conservation practice narrative in the Conservation Plan must include:

a. The purpose of applying the practice, including specific plant community goals that the practice is intended to achieve or facilitate.

b. The type of grazing system(s) that will be implemented, including number of pastures
c. The kind and number of livestock the practice will be design for.
d. The livestock records that will provided if financial assistance is being provided.
e. The lifespan of the practice.

2. Control of land and water rights documentation must be obtained from the client.
3. Supporting information needed for practice design must be in the case file.  At a minimum this must include:

a. A conservation plan map showing pasture numbers and acres.

b. A land status map and table showing acres of land ownership in each pasture. Uncontrolled lands must be clearly identified.
c. An ecological site map on rangeland or soil map on pasture that has been adequately verified in the field. On site inventory production and composition records representing at least 75% of the acres in each pasture. Production and composition on minor ecological sites or soils in the pasture can be estimated.

d. An inventory of vegetation production and composition data that adequately represents each of the major ecological sites or soils. 
e. Current and potential forage in pounds per acre in each pasture must be documented in the case file. 
f. An estimate of currently available AUMs in each pasture with adjustments for accessibility due to barriers, slopes and distance from water.
g. An inventory of water sources and watering facilities, including location, flow rates, storage capacities, and reliability.

h. A livestock forage and water demand inventory worksheet for the planned kind, class, and number of livestock in each herd. 

i. Inventory of other essential facilitating practices such as fences. 
j. Other practice standard criteria-related inventories and analyses for wildlife, water quality, runoff and other purposes identified for applying the practices.
4. Written specifications shall be provided to the client that adequately describes the requirements to apply Prescribed Grazing. The specifications must including but is not limited to:
a. Cooperator name, contact and location information
b. NRCS Field Office and Conservation District
c. The purpose(s) of applying the practice, including specific vegetation goals that the practice is intended to achieve or facilitate.

d. Pastures and acres the practice will be applied on.
e. Authorized use for federal, state, tribal, and private leased lands

f. Designed forage production (lbs/Ac) available in each pasture based on ecological site inventories, accessibility adjustments, and species harvest efficiencies.

g. Design animal forage demand, based on kinds, class and number of animals.

h. Planned grazing schedule in each pasture, including planned AUMs available compared to planned AUMS harvested.

i. Guidelines for adjusting the grazing schedule based on the specific resource goals in each pasture. 
j. Contingency plans for adjusting the grazing schedule due to significant changes in forage available, water available, and disturbances such as wildfire. Include specific agency approvals needed in a coordinated resource management plans and/or when NRCS financial assistance is provided. 
k. Salt, mineral, and supplemental feed use and requirements.

l. Monitoring locations, type of monitoring planned, and planned frequency of monitoring.

m. Requirements for providing actual livestock use records for all agencies in a coordinated resource management plan and/or if financial assistance is provided. Actual use records must include land units, actual grazing dates, and actual livestock numbers.
n. Operation and maintenance plan that includes maintaining essential facilitating practices needed to implement this practice.
5. The specification must demonstrate that criteria in NRCS practice standard will be met and will be compatible with other existing and planned practices.

6. The specifications must comply with all federal, state, tribal, and local laws, regulations and NRCS policies.

7. The specification must be signed by the client stating that they understand their requirements for applying the practices.
8. The specification must be signed by an NRCS representative with appropriate approval authority certifying that the design meets practice standard criteria and comply with applicable laws and regulations.
APPLICATION
Deliverables

1. Initial meeting with client to explain the Prescribed Grazing design and record keeping requirements.

2. Guidance as needed to determining how and when to make adjustments in the grazing schedule..

3. Design modifications as required.
CHECK OUT
Deliverables

1. Practice certification must be completed by person with approval authority. 
2. The practice application is to be checked against the specifications to insure a satisfactory job. Check notes or observations become part of the supporting data along with previous planning documenting records. 
3. Minimum check out documentations include
a. The date the check out field visit was done.  
b. Evaluations of vegetation, precipitation, water availability and other records and measurements in each pasture being checked using identified monitoring method(s).

c. Producer provided records of actual use dates and actual livestock numbers if required in specification.

d. Signed check notes, with a statement that the practice does or does not meets NRCS standards and specifications. 
4. Practice certification and progress reporting in ProTracts or Customer Service Toolkit.

REFERENCES
· NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG), Section IV, Conservation Practice Standard – Prescribed Grazing-528

· Range and Pasture Handbook

· NRCS National Environmental Compliance Handbook

· NRCS Cultural Resources Handbook
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