Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide For Pastureland
	Owner/Operator
	District

	County
	Field Office

	Program
	WHEG No.
	Assisted by

	Map No.
	Location:Sec       T         R
	Acres
	Date:

	Applies to pastureland found within all MLRA’s in Arizona. Complete 1 WHEG per Conservation Management Unit.  Species commonly occuring on and/or benefitting from improving patureland: cottontail, snakes, mule deer,  various bats, sandhill crane, mourning dove,  great horned owls, red-tailed hawk,  golden eagle, waterfowl. 

	Factor – Components
	Values
	Current
	Planned
	Weight
	Weighted

Score

Current
	Weighted Score

Planned

	1 Percent of planning unit in field borders, windbreaks, food plots, vegetated alleys, other natural areas)

	a)   less than 1 %

b)   1   to    4 %

c)   more than 4 %
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	2 Percent legumes in pasture

	a)   0     to    10 % of the planning unit

b)  10   to    20 % of the planning unit 

c)  >20 % of the planning unit 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	3 Grazing Management 

	a) yearlong or continuous growing season use

b) high intensity rotation with high use levels
c) rotated with moderate use, some cover left standing
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	4 Pest Management - Weeds, insects and field rodents controlled by 

	a)  chemicals/poison baits 

b)  integrated pest management 

c)  biological, passive, organic methods only 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	5 Availability of water for wildlife 

	a)  Available only when irrigating

b)  Available seasonally in reservoir or pond on farm 

c)  Permanently available on-farm 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	6 Proximity to permanent water for wildlife ( average distance to  year round drinking water)

	a)  > 1 mile or not available

b)  >  ½ mile   < 1 mile

c)  < ½mile
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1 
	
	

	7 Human disturbance, contact with humans & pets – average distance to houses and public roads

	a)  road/house <  ¼ mile

b)  road/house > ¼ mile  <  ½ mile

c)  seldom used road/s,  house/s >  ½ mile
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	8 Proximity to lakes, ponds, wetlands, streams, riparian areas (including ephemeral), mesquite bosques 

	a)  average distance > 1 mile

b)  average distance > ½ mile  < 1 mile

c)  average distance < ½ mile
	0 -.3

.4 -.7

.8 -1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	9 Interspersion of Vegetation Types (distance from center of pasture to shrub or tree cover)

	a)  > 800 feet

b)  > 200 feet < 800 feet

c)  < 200 feet
	0 -.3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	Sum
	
	

	Score = Sum ÷ 14
	
	


