
Arizona Planning Guide for Natural Resource Concerns

Water Quality Degradation – Excess Salts in Surface and Ground Waters



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service	Page 1	Arizona
Field Office Technical Guide, Section III		July 2014

Resource Concern Description – Irrigation or rainfall runoff transports salts to receiving water in quantities that degrade water quality and limit use for intended purposes.
Planning Criteria - Salt concentrations are managed to mitigate off-site transport to surface and ground waters.
Method for evaluating resource condition 
· Visual Assessment
· Soil test with diagnostic evaluations for salts
· Irrigation water test
· Soil Quality Kit - EC meter

Conservation Practices that may be needed as part of a Conservation Management System to achieve Planning Criteria for this resource concern include those listed here. 

327	Conservation Cover
328	Conservation Crop Rotation
330	Contour Farming
331	Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Area
340	Cover Crop
342	Critical Area Planting
393	Filter Strip
464	Irrigation Land Leveling
441	Irrigation System, Microirrigation
443	Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface
449	Irrigation Water Management
455	Land Reclamation, Toxic Discharge Control
484	Mulching
512	Forage and Biomass Planting
533	Pumping Plant for Water Control
329	Residue and Tillage Management, No Till
345	Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till
391	Riparian Forest Buffer
558	Roof Runoff Structure
610	Salinity and Sodic Soil Management
[bookmark: _GoBack]350	Sediment Basin
442	Sprinkler System
570	Stormwater Runoff Control
606	Subsurface Drain
612	Tree/Shrub Establishment
632	Waste Separation Facility
313	Waste Storage Facility
629	Waste Treatment
359	Waste Treatment Lagoon
633	Waste Recycling
642	Water Well
657	Wetland Restoration
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