USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Beaver
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: Up to 3 acres. One WHEG per beaver colony or similar stream segment (slope, sinuosity, gradient, vegetative community, etc).

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant community - Species composition of woody vegetation

a) conifers, upland shrubs, or tamarisk

b) upland deciduous trees or sycamores & mesquite

c) >50% are willow, cottonwood, aspen or alder
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



2 Food - Percent of riparian tree species/aspen in 1 inch to  6 inch dbh (diameter at breast height) class

a) <33%

b) 33% to 66%

c) >66%
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



3 Food - Percent native shrub and tree canopy closure

a) <33%

b) >75%

c) 33% to 75%
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



4 Food - Estimated amount of forage available

a) <3 years with low recruitment/slow regeneration

b) 3 to 10 years with moderate recruitment/regeneration

c) evidence of long use (i.e.vegetated dams), preferred 

    species in large supply
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



5 Water - Stream gradient

a) >4% slope (high gradient)

b) 2% to 4% slope (moderate gradient)

c) <2% slope (low gradient)
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



6 Water - Fluctuation in water level on an annual basis

a) extreme fluctuations or ephemeral flows

b) perennial, but fluctuations have moderate effect on 

    burrow or lodge entrances being exposed

c) perennial, burrow/lodge entrances under water

    yearlong
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



*7 Stability of dams

a) constructed of small shrub & upland plant material; a

    new dam in a high gradient system

b) constructed of shrubs/small tree pieces in moderate 

    gradient system

c) constructed of shrub/tree pieces and mud; stabilized 

    by vegtation growing on dam; & low gradient system
0-.3

.4 - .7

.8-1.0


X 3



*complete only in systems with dams












  Sum _______    _______

                                                                                        Overall score =  sum ( 18 (or 16)  (            _______    _______
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