USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Desert Bighorn Sheep
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: 2-5 miles in diameter.  One WHEG per 2-5 sections.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant community 

a) Shrubs only with few desirables, few grasses

b) mixed desert shrub, <50% grasses, some trees

c) mixed desert desirable shrubs, >50% grasses
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



2 Escape cover -Landscape

a) gently rolling & >1 mile from mountains/cliffs

b) steep, rolling, dissected slopes

c) steep, broken toe slopes, cliffs, & mountain ledges
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



3 Cover - Percent in high quality cover (i.e. ledges, caves, cliffs)

a) 0 to 39%

b) 61% to 100%

c) 40% to 60%
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



4 Food - Vegetative composition by species

a) 0-3 grasses, 0-2 preferred shrubs, 0-7 forbs

b) 4-5 grasses, 2-3 preferred shrubs, 8-14 forbs

c) >6 grasses, >4 preferred shrubs, >8 forbs 
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



5 Food - Total annual utilization of shrubs, forbs & grasses by wildlife & livestock

a) >60%

b) 40% to 60

c) <40%
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



6 Food - Forage value

a) low value, non-native, or undesirable species

b) moderate value, some preferred species

c) high value with primarily preferred species
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



7 Water distribution

a) one per 10 sections or only seasonal sources

b) one permanent source per 5 to 10 sections

c) one permanent source per 2 to 4 sections
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



8 Livestock - Horses and cattle only (sheep within 10 miles will transmit decimating disease)

a) graze <2 miles away

b) graze 2 to 5 miles away

c) graze > 5 miles away
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



9 Human disturbance

a) high from hiking trails, highways, horse riders, ORV’s

b) moderate from hikers, horse riders

c) very little human disturbance
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2












                        Sum ________    ________








         Overall score =  sum ( 18  (   ________    ________
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