USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Gambel’s Quail
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: 50 acres or 500 yards in diameter. One WHEG per 50 acres.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant Community

a) grasslands & conifer forest

b) desert shrublandss sagebrush, creosote, cropland

c) trees, shrubs & annual understory - mesquite, palo

    verde, cottonwood, hackberry, willow, orchards
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



2 Cover - Percent of area in shrub & tree thickets greater than 10 acres in size

a) 0% to 24%

b) 25% to 49%

c) >50%
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



3 Cover - Cover type

a) shrubs/forbs >3 ft. tall

b) shrubs >6 ft. tall

c) trees/shrubs >6 ft. tall
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



4 Food -Forb, legume, seed sources including crops

a) food scarce and >1/3 mile from thickets

b) food abundant and <600 ft. from thickets

c) food abundant adjacent to the thickets
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



5 Food - Estimated food production

a) few forbs & seeds available or only seasonally

b) mixed variety of seeds & forbs produced, but very

    sporadic from year to year 

c) variety of seeds & forbs plentiful yearlong & in most 

    years
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X1



6 Distance to perennial water from dense cover (thickets)

a) >600 feet

b) 150 ft. to 600 ft.

c) <150 feet
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2














Sum _______    _______

                                                                                                  Overall score =  sum ( 12  (            _______    _______
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