USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Pheasant
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: 40 to 80 acres.  One WHEG per 40 to 80 acres.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant community - Cropland

a) non-irrigated cropland or rangeland

b) irrigated crops, no native & riparian/wetland plants areas

c) irrigated crops, areas of native, riparian, & wetland plants
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



2 Plant community - Vegetation diversity

a) non-grain crops & minimal riparian or wetland vegetation

b) scattered grains crops & areas of native, riparian or 

    wetland vegetation

c) primarily grain crops interspersed with native, riparian & 

    wetland areas
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



3 Food - Crops

a) few grain crops or fall plowing of most fields

b) rotated non-grain & grain crops, <1/2 fields fall plowed

c) primarily grain crops with stubble not plowed until March
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



4 Food - Native food sources

a) few or no areas of native vegetation

b) annuals, forbs, grasses & shrubs grazed/mowed/burned

c) mature fruit/seeds from annuals, forbs, grasses & shrubs 
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



5 Cover - Winter cover (December to February)

a) upland annual weeds & crop stubble

b) grazed or burned wetland/riparian plants available

c) mature native wetland & riparian plants available
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



6 Cover - Nesting cover (April to July)

a) thin stands <10 inches tall or area is mowed before July

b) cover >10 in. tall, grazed, mowed or harvested before July

c) cover >10 in. tall with no mowing or harvest before July
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



7 Cover - Brood rearing cover (June to August)

a) thin stands and <16 inches tall

b) woody vegetation or thin herbaceous stands 16-36 in. tall

c) acreages of herbaceous vegetation 16 to 36 in. tall
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



8 Cover - Distribution of seasonal covers (see 5-7 above)

a) some seasonal cover >1 mile from food sources

b) seasonal covers are within 1 mile of food sources

c) all seasonal covers are within 1/2 mile of food sources
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



9 Water availability

a) water seasonal or is >1 mile from food sources

b) irrigation water only or is within 1 mile of food sources

c) yearlong surface water within 1/2 mile of food sources
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



10 Pesticide use pattern

a) insecticides used during April to July

b) use of insecticides delayed until July

c) no insecticides used
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3
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